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Introduction. 



A marked interest has been manifested of late years to 
obtain definite information about Africa. This fact, together 
with the favorable reception of the author's work relating to 
a section of Africa, has led him to take from its pigeon-hole 
a paper that was written a quarter of a century ago and to 
re-write it in the light of the last decade of the nineteenth 
century. This step has been the more readily taken with the 
view of making better known certain courtesies and hospi- 
talities that were manifestly intended as expressions of honor 
for the American government and people. The original 
sketch was designed to illustrate a part of the author's work 
entitled: "Carthage and Tunis, Past and Present," and was 
to have been inserted in the Appendix of that work. It was 
crowded out of its place by other matter. The revised and 
enlarged sketch has a broader scope. It is virtually a sup- 
plement to the larger work. It furnishes statistics and mate- 
rial facts that show changes that have taken place during the 
last quarter of a century together with the present condition 
and future prospects of the country. 

The writer is indebted for recent information as follows : — 
to correspondents who have continuously resided in the city 
- of Tunis ; to occasional visitors there who have favored him 
with their communications ; to Mr. A. M. Broadley's two well 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

written, well printed, well bound and well illustrated volumes 
(referred to on pp. 98 and 99), entitled : " Tunis, Past and 
Present," giving an account of the French conquest of the 
regency ; also to " The Official Annual of Tunisia for the 
year 1890." 

This " Annual of Tunisia," the loan of which is hereby grate- 
fully acknowledged to Mr. DeWitt C. White of the firm of 
Sampson, Murdock & Co., contains a list of the principal cities 
and villages of Tunisia, their respective distances from the 
capital, their population, industries and a variety of statistics 
that were not accessible a quarter of a century ago. On the 
official, professional and business lists of this volume are the 
names of several persons well known to the writer. 

A part of this paper that will be likely to attract attention 
relates to the Revolution of 1881 (p. 98) and to the underlying 
causes of that remarkable change, foreseen and foretold by 
the writer many years in advance of its occurrence. The 
difference between political economy and political folly ; be- 
tween statesmanship and a pretext for it, and between diplo- 
macy and small craft and cunning which though practiced 
in its name, are a curse to the nations and a disgrace to hu- 
manity, has been so fully illustrated on the site of ancient 
Carthage, that other peoples and nations may well profit 
thereby. 
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Illustrations. 



The map of Tunisia (p. ro), reproduced by permission from 
the "Annnal," will be recognized as a genuine foreign pro- 
duction. It was gotten up, as appears on its face, to meet 
the wants of officials and business men residing in Tunisia 
or in its vicinity rather than of students of geography, 
history and archasology residing in a distant land. It fails to 
note some points of historic interest like the amphitheatre of 
El Gem and the sites of renowned ancient cities like Utica 
and Capsa. It fails to give any adequate idea of the great 
Tunisian Gereed, whose luscious dates are highly prized. Its 
spelling of proper names is French and therefore not accord- 
ing to Webster, Worcester or Perry. Still, the general outlines 
of the country with its divisions of land and water are well 
drawn ; the sites of its actual cities and villages and the tracks 
of its railroads are clearly marked ; nay, even the foreign as- 
pect of the map lends it the charm of novelty. Though 
classical students may be disappointed in not finding any 
means of determining the site of the cave where j^neas and 
Dido took refuge from a violent storm, they will be helped in 
their efforts to acquire a better knowledge of Sallust's Jug- 
urthine War, of Cassar's African War and of some other 
studies pursued preparatory to their admission to college. 

The uses of the other engravings will readily appear. The 
two sides of the Carthaginian coin procured at El Gem (p. 34) 
carry our minds back to an early period in the history of the 
country. One side of this coin represents Queen Dido ; the 
other side represents the horse as an emblem of war and the 
olive tree as an emblem of peace. 
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The coat of arms of the Bey of Tunis (p. 72), whose emblems 
of war and death are more numerous and occupy more space 
than its emblems of peace and life, represents a long line of 
rulers whose power is essentially gone. 

Baba Ali (p. 17), Mohammed (p. 91), and John Howard 
Payne (p, 15), represent different kinds of service and differ- 
ent orders of character in the American Consulate. 



Gustavus Adolphus Tulin, whose wife is an American lady, 
is entitled by reason of his exceptionally long official resi- 
dence at Tunis, referred to on page 19, to have his portrait 
brought forward to represent honored colleagues in consular 
and diplomatic service. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 3 

Mr, Daux (p. 29), represents engineers and archasologists 
who have done good service in illustrating the history of the 
country. 

The likeness of P. V. Carletti (p. 97), is a memorial of a 
scholarly man, who was for a time editor of the official jour- 
nal of Tunis and an interpreter in the foreign office. He was 
a graduate of the American College at Beyroot and had a 
special regard for American institutions. 

The sharp features and earnest look of Mr. Pistoretto (p. 
27), will he scrutinized as the story of his eventful life is read 
on page 28, 

The likeness of the Tunisian Jew with his daughter (p. 13) 
represents features and costumes daily seen in the streets of 
Tunis. 

The picture of Mariano, with his wife and son (p. 54) rep- 
resents a shrewd and sharp-witted Jewish inhabitant of the 
i sland of Gerba. 

Generals Hashem (p. 38), and Hussein (p. 82), are genuine 
Tunisian Mussulmans, one of them orthodox and the other 
heterodox and both of them excellent men. 

The Husseinite prince in zouave costume (p. 74) represents 
a kind of royalty that is more ornamental than useful. 

-Chevalier Conti's likeness will be recognized by many per- 
sons who saw him in this country in 1865, as the secretary 
and interpreter of the Tunisian embassy. 

Mohammed Essadek Bey's portrait (p. 104), with royal deco- 
rations on his left breast, represents the last Bey of Tunis 
who will have any claims to independence as a ruler. 

The portrait of Dr. Nachtigal (p. 100) recalls the features 
of an earnest man, who became distinguished as an African 
explorer. 
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The portrait of Elias MusalH (p. 102) recalls the image of a 
man who was always at his post of duty and was courteous 
in his bearing. 

The engravings, twenty in number, will facilitate in their 
respective ways, a better understanding of Tunisian geog- 
raphy, history and life. They suggest the advantages of other 
engravings and sketches illustrative of social life at the 
capital during the long winter evenings when frequent recep- 
tions, with music and dancing, afforded opportunity for the 
display of beauty, jewelrj' and dress, and for the observance 
of the manners and customs of society. 

The author is reminded, when it is too late to mend the 
matter, of the propriety of having here a portrait of Mars, 
the heathen god of war, who has played an important part 
in the affairs of this country from time immemorial. It is, 
however, to be hoped that a means of settling international 
difficulties may be devised which shall dispense with the serv- 
ices of this personage who always has decided, and always will 
decide, when called upon, that might makes right. Few 
persons would sustain the proposition that the nation that 
has the most skill and enterprise in getting up means of hu- 
man butchery is the foremost nation of the earth. On the 
contrary, there is a widely extended sentiment in favor of 
such international tribunals as shall do away with the neces- 
sity of maintaining great standing armies and navies and 
thus give the people that constitute the nations some chance 
of attaining the dignity of human beings. 
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Geography and History. 



THE REGENCY OF TUNIS 

Comprises the most northern part of Africa, and is situated 
nearly midway between the Atlantic Ocean and the Red Sea. 
It is the section of the Carthaginian empire that became a 
renowned Roman province, and was long called on account of 
its fertile soil and abundant crops, "The granary of Italy." 
It has an area of about 8o,ooo square miles. Its most fertile 
district is its eastern shore, whose capital and most important 
city is Susa, ancient Hadrumetum. Another interesting sec- 
tion of the regency is the Gereed, or Land of Dates. The 
regency has a population of about 1,500,000, of whom 1,425,- 
000 are Mussulmans ; 50,000 Jews and 25,000 Europeans. Of 
the European population I0,000 are Italian subjects; 9,000 
British ; 4,000 French and 2,000 belong to other nationalities, 
of which the following are the principal, viz. : Greek, Swiss, 
German and Spanish. Most of the Jews are natives of the 
country ; the rest are of European origin and belong to some 
of the aforenamed nationalities. 

At the close of 1867, there was no railroad in the regency 
and no plan was laid for any enterprise of the kind. Now 
there are several lines of railroad. The city of Bona in Alge- 
ria, which has a population of 28,000, and has the distinction 
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KAIRWAK. 1 1 

of having been the birCh-pIace of St. Augustine, and of con- 
taining a monument to his memory, is joined by rail with the 
Tunisian capital in a continuous, though indirect line of more 
than 300 miles in length, of which more than 130 miles are in 
Tunisia, and plans are laid for extending this line to Gabes in 
the southeastern part of the regency. The electric telegraph 
is in more general use than formerly, and the postal arrange- 
ments are much improved. New industries are introduced, 
and large tracts of land before uncultivated are turned to 
account for agricultural purposes. There is also a growing 
interest among Mussulmans, Jews and Christians in schools 
and other institutions of learning and education. These facts, 
together with many other notable improvements and facilities 
for the transaction of business and the diffusion of knowledge, 
give promise of substantial growth and prosperity, and in due 
time of a higher order of civilization. 

KAIRWAN, 

the religious capital of Tunisia, is situated about loo miles 
south of the city of Tunis, and 20 miles west-southwest of the 
city of Susa. It is known in that region as the Holy City, 
and it ranks there next to Mecca in holiness. Its walls nar- 
rowly escaped being battered down by the French army in 
18S1, and since that memorable occasion its streets have been 
much defiled, according to Mussulman ideas, by the footsteps 
of Christians. Reliable information in regard to its popula- 
tion, industries and various institutions is not readily obtained 
even since the occupancy of the country by the French. A 
quarter of a century ago it was regarded as the second city in 
the regency with a population of 20,000. In some old 
gazetteers its population is given at 50,000. Now it ranks 
as the third city; and a recent visitor reports its popula- 
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tion as not over 20,000, There is ample testimony that its 
exclusiveness and bigotry have not enriched, civilized or 
ennobled its inhabitants. 

TUNIS, 

the political capital of Tunisia, may be reached through 
France, Spain and Algeria, most of the way by railroad ; 
through France via Marseilles ; through Italy via Leghorn 
and' Cagliari, or through Italy via Naples and Palermo. The 
city is situated on an inclined plain about nine miles from its 
seaport, the Goletta, and about eleven miles from the Marsa 
which is the site of ancient Carthage. It is connected with 
both of these places by a railroad. Between the city and the 
Goletta is a shallow lake into which the filth of the city has 
been poured from time immemorial, causing the atmosphere 
of the lake and its neighborhood to be at times impregnated 
with very disagreeable odors. The lake has been navigated, 
despite its filth and shallowness, by small crafts plying be- 
tween the city and its seaport. 

In 1866, the population of the city of Tunis was represented 
to be 125,000. In 1890 it was estimated at 135,000, of which 
number 20,000 were Europeans, 25,000 Jews and 90,000 na- 
tive Mussulmans. To give an idea of the native Jewish pop- 
ulation of this city a likeness of a resident Jew with his 
daughter is here introduced. The above figures do not fairly 
indicate the growth that has taken place. The city has not 
only had its area extended, but its population has overflowed, 
building up villages that before were of little account. Then 
but one insignificant hotel was pointed out for travelers. 
Now eleven hotels are advertised and their proprietors vie 
with each other for patronage. The comforts and privileges 
of civilzation are more diffused. The city is more given up to 
business and to the busy multitude than formerly, while its 
neighboring villages, especially those that are situated upon 
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the shore of the Mediterranean, inviting its refreshing breezes, 
and at the same time reached by steam-cars, have become very 
attractive residences for the officials and the well-to-do classes 
of the regency. 



Tunis and its suburbs have become of late years favorite 
resorts for pleasure seekers, health seekers, and for persons 
interested in archaeological and scientific pursuits. The min- 
eral springs of Hamam-Corbus and Hamamel-Lif, which are 
but a few miles distant from the capital, have a world-wide 
reputation for their efficacy in curing rheumatic and cutaneous 
diseases. The ruins of Carthage, including its cisterns, aque- 
ducts, harbors and the Byrsa or citadel attract many visitors. 
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But while material comforts are more accessible now than 
formerly and other marked improvements have been secured, 
the following statement made by a well informed ex-consul, 
merits consideration. "Tunis is less agreeable now than for- 
merly ; the people are less civil, and the leaders of society are 
not of so elevated a character. When the Bey played the role 
of a sovereign, the representatives at his court were minis- 
ters and diplomats and were treated as such. Since then the 
consuls have had to do mainly with commerce and business 
transactions. There are not now as formerly festivals and re- 
ceptions gotten up for the honor of princes and nobles visiting 
the Bey. The official circle is smaller, and is of less account." 
The letter containing the above criticism, refers to a grand 
banquet gotten up in honor of Prince Humbert, now the King 
of Italy, and to several occasions of like interest readily re- 
called by the writer. 

THE AMERICAN CONSULATE. 

Among the changes consequent upon the occupation of the 
country by the French in 1881, was the giving up the follow- 
ing year of the United States consulate at Tunis. On the list 
of consuls and acting consuls from 1795 to 1882 (see Appen- 
dix), are the names of twenty-four different persons, most of 
whom resided on the site where the consulate of Venice was 
established and was maintained during the period of the great 
commercial prosperity of the Venetian republic. On this list 
are the names of persons who have made their mark in life 
and are honored in the history of their country — Mordecai 
M. Noah left an extended record of his consular services at 
Tunis in a volume of travels published in New York in 1819. 
William B. Hodgson whose name is preserved in connection 
with a noble edifice of the Georgia Historical Society at Sa- 
vannah, gave the writer in 1865, an interesting sketch of his 
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HEAP — PAYNE — FARRAGUT. IS 

residence at Tunis. Dr. Samuel D. Heap, who was an uncle 
of the late Admiral D. D. Porter, was four times consul. He 
signed in behalf of the United States, in 1824, a supplemen- 
tal treaty of peace with the Bey. His remains are in the Pro- 
testant Cemetery. John Howard Payne was twice consul at 



Tunis. He died in the consulate, April 9, 1852, and his re- 
mains have been removed to Washington. His name is known 
by his poem, — 

" Home, Sweet Home," 

in the homes of English speaking people the world over. 
Gabriel Harrison wrote an admirable sketch of his life and 
writings, which was published in Philadelphia in 1885. Admiral 
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Farragut, who resided there as a pupil of Consul Charles Fol- 
som from February, 1818 to October, 1819, gave to the Tunis- 
ian embassador in 1865, interesting reminiscences of the 
city of Tunis during his residence there. The old Venetian 

consulate was partially rebuilt about the middle of this century 
and the stately and spacious new edifice long had the tallest 
flagstaff and the largest flag in the city. Since being given up 
by the United States, this building has been occupied by the 
Consul-General of the German Empire. 

NOTABLE RESIDENTS. 

Reminiscences of remarkable persons who resided at Tunis 

must necessarily be few and brief. A French widow, famili- 
arly known as Madam Chapelier, is remembered with pro- 
found respect. She lived with her son in the old French 
consulate whose history extends back for centuries. Mussul- 
mans, Jews and Christians came to her for counsel, gave her 
their confidence and considered it a privilege to place under 
her care, without other pledge or security, than her character, 
jewels and treasures of untold value. Quiet, unpretentious, 
self-possessed and self-contained, this Christian woman, who 
regularly attended the Sunday morning services of the Mis- 
sion Church of England, exerted a strong healthful influence 
in that city, and she has left there a son, who with an Ameri- 
can lady for his wife, worthily represents her and the old 
historic mansion. 

Of all the diplomatic representatives residing at Tunis, no 
one appeared to better advantage on state occasions or in so- 
cial circles than Leon Roches, who was there for eight years 
as Consul-General and Minister to France. This man rose to 
his high position as minister at Tunis, minister at Japan, etc., 
by means of a series of marvelous adventures. As a Mussul- 
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A VETERAN DRAGOMAN. I? 

man convert he married a daughter of Abdel Kader, the 
famous Algerian chieftain. After he had obtained from his 
wife and father-in-iaw all the state secrets relating to the war 
then in progress, he suddenly became a Christian convert, 
treacherously exposing all the secrets that had been entrusted 
to him. He was then rewarded by the French government 



BABA ALL [p. .8] 

for his services rendered by means of falsehood and treachery. 
He thus became a diplomatist, so called, and his style of diplo- 
macy was sanctioned by the French government, to the dis- 
paragement of honest and fair dealing in the settlement of 
international questions. 
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A son of the last Dey of Tripoli, who was driven from his 
throne in 1838 (as the result of Eaton and Decatur's efforts 
early in the Century), lived at Tunis a pensioner on the bounty 
of the Bey. He statedly visited the American consulate. He 
was a gentleman in his manners, though saddened by his 
experience as an exile from his native land. He strongly 
denounced England and Turkey for their treachery. He once 
visited the United States in the hope of obtaining redress for 
the wrongs that he thought had been done him and his family. 
The story of his grievances was rarely omitted when he had 
an opportunity to repeat them. 

The likeness of Baba Ali is reproduced to give an idea 
of an order of being that belongs to a past age. He was born 
about 1775, in a Christian family, on the island of San Pietro, 
situated south of Sardinia. He became a Tunisian captive ; 
then a Mussulman convert ; then commander of a Tunisian 
corsair ; then a commander in the Bey's array, and losing the 
last position, he became head dragoman in the American con- 
sulate, which position he held for nearly two score years. He 
died in November, 1865, aged about 90 years, A sketch of his 
life may be found in "Carthage and Tunis, Past and Present," 
pp. 536. 537. 538- 

One of the historic persons at Tunis in 1862 and later, was 
an Italian named Ambrose Allegro, who, though then about 
85 years old, possessed a tenacious memory and an unimpaired 
intellect. He had known every United States consular officer 
from Joseph Donaldson, Jr., in 1795, down to that period. He 
had served twice as acting consul and many times as secre- 
tary and interpreter. In the latter capacity he assisted Gen. 
Wm. Eaton in formally establishing there the consular office 
and in having it fully recognized in March, 1799, He was 
thoroughly posted in regard to Gen. Eaton's famous military 
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expedition across the desert of Barca in 1805, and recollected 
many details of the wars with Tripoli and Algiers. He was the 
interpreter for our honored Consul, Thomas D. Anderson, 
when the latter indignantly refused in 1817, to conform to the 
custom of the time by kissing the hand of the Bey. He 
possessed a store of information in regard to Barbary corsairs, 
and scenes and events connected with Tunisian slavery. 

Interviews with an historic man like Mr. Allegro, with an in- 
telligent and accomplished colleague like Gustavus Adolphus 
Tulin, who, with his father, elder brother and son, held the 
office of Consul or Consul- General of Sweden and Norway, 
continuously for about a century ; or, like Sir Richard Wood, 
the Consul-General of Great Britain, who has earned and re- 
ceived marked honors for a half century of consular and diplo- 
matic service in oriental countries,^ consultations with such 
men, together with a careful study of the varioys objects of 
interest in the vicinity of the capital, served as a preparation 
for a tour of observation through another part of the regency. 
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THE COMPANY SET OFF. 

At six o'clock on a bright May morning in the year 1866, 
the Consul of the United States for the city and regency of 
Tunis left his official post for a tour along the eastern coast 
of that country, going via Susa and El Gem to the city of 
Sfax by land^and thence to the island of Gerba by water. He 
was accompanied by a fellow-countryman, Mr. William B. Van 
Vorst, of Jersey City, and the latter's German courier. The 
travelers had to themselves a substantial carriage provided 
with four seats inside and a place for the consular dragoman 
with the driver. Three horses were harnessed abreast in ac- 
cordance with the custom of the country. An experienced 
Maltese driver had been engaged and due preparations had 
been made for the journey. The baggage was loaded upon a 
gig of the Jack Downing pattern drawn by a mettlesome nag. 
This team was driven by Mohammed, the Mussulman steward 
of the consulate, who often amused himself on the road by 
showing the sharp point of a long stick in provoking proxim- 
ity to the poor animal's ears. The carriages passed out of 
Tunis through the southeast gate and entering upon the road 
that leads to Hamamel-Lif, continued for hours along the 
Mediterranean shore. The sea breeze was refreshing, and 
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interesting topics of conversation were suggested by the sight 
of the harbor and the citadel of Carthage where a famous bat- 
tle was fought in the year 1270, between the French and the 
Tunisians, resulting in a treaty of peace and in the establish- 
ment of the French consulate, whose long line of officers from 
1283 to the present time, is carefully preserved. The French 
king, Louis IX., who performed marvelous deeds as a crusa- 
der, died just before the treaty was signed. He was at a later 
period canonized by the Church of Rome, and a little more 
than half a century ago his name was given to a chapel erected 
upon the summit of the Byrsa or citadel, and now the historic 
hill as well as the chapel upon its summit, is often called St. 
Louis. 

AN ORIENTAL HOTEL. 

At five o'clock, p. M. they reached Beer-El-Bouita, which 
name signifies in the language of the country, a place of wells. 
They had traveled nearly fifty miles with comfort and satis- 
faction to themselves and with comparatively little fatigue to 
their horses. Here were four houses and an Oriental hotel, 
called from its being a resting-place for caravans a caravan- 
sary. It is provided with lodging and food for men and beasts. 
Poor travelers repose with their animals in the />a(eo or enclo- 
sure, having the heavens for a canopy in pleasant weather and 
seeking shelter from storms under a shed that extends half 
way around the enclosing wall. The caravansary had three 
upper rooms, which being regarded as the best, were assigned 
for the consular party. Long before the dawn of the next 
day the travelers were up and on their way to Susa, rejoicing 
in the light of the moon and stars. The air was agreeably 
cool, and at length they beheld above the eastern horizon one 
of the finest displays of celestial beauty and brilliancy they 
had ever witnessed. Gorgeous colors and various delicate 
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tints invited their admiring gaze. But the wretched condition 
of the country, and of the men and animals on their way, 
served to moderate their pleasure. The soil was neglected 
and impoverished, and many fields presented the appearance 
of a barren waste. But as they approached their journey's 
end they saw signs of life, and at length on either side were 
cultivated fields, olive groves, and herds of cattle and flocks 
of sheep feeding on grassy plains. 

Before gaining a view of the city of Susa they were met and 
saluted by a horseman who speedily returned to announce 
their approach. At the city gate they were met by the con- 
sular agent of the United States at that port, whose hospi- 
talities were accepted in preference to those proffered by the 
governor of the province. The United States flag was soon 
floating over the consular agent's mansion, saluted by the 
flags of six different nations. 

LOST AND FOUND, 

They had scarcely been introduced into neat and commo- 
dious apartments, when Mohammed, knocking at the door 
of the Consul, reported the port-manteau lost ; the port-man- 
teau that contained the Consul's supply of gold as well as his 
change of linen and his official suit. "Perdnto! perduto! 
perduto !" (Lost! lost! lost!) ejaculated Mohammed. The 
faithful servant quickly departed to search the road over 
which the carriages had passed ; but after an hour he returned 
bringing the port-manteau which had been picked up by an 
honest Arab wh» had followed in the tracks of the party. 

While rejoicing in this good fortune a telegram was received 
from the foreign office at Tunis, announcing the departure of 
two hantbas, or mounted guards, sent by the Bey, and a few 
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hours later these men appeared in person, manifesting much 
concern for the health and safety of the consular party. 



DISPLAY OF 1 

The Consul heard much during his residence at Tunis of 
the dangers attending excursions in different parts of the re- 
gency, and was repeatedly warned to go prepared for deadly 
encounters. He, however, never knew of any concerted plans 
to rob or injure him. He neither carried arms nor encouraged 
his attendants to carry them. It was often painful to witness 
■ the mania that prevailed among all classes, the highest offi- 
cials as well as the most degraded sujects, to obtain and dis- 
play deadly weapons. Travelers and workmen alike went 
armed. Field hands seemed to care more to show pistols and 
daggers than implements of husbandry. Many poor Arabs 
trudged along the highways (which are little more than car- 
riage tracks in an open country) carrying upon their shoulders 
or fastened upon their backs, long and heavy guns. Almost 
every man he saw on his journey had a sword, dagger, pistol 
or gun attached to his person, and some travelers and work- 
men displayed several kinds of weapons. In accordance with 
this custom Mohammed and the dragoman had armed them- 
selves (without the knowledge or consent of their master) with 
sabres, and each of them had a pair of heavy double-barreled 
pistols which were occasionally discharged at some conspicu- 
ous place, as they said, in honor of the Consul. The hambas had 
both long and short fire-arms, and Damascus blades, so called, 
were dangling down the sides of their horses. In discussing 
this matter at the dinner-table, the intelligent consular agent 
seemed to think these Africans were but awkward imitators 
of those Europeans and Americans who, relying more on 
physical force than manly character, make a profuse display 
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of weapons for mortal combat, and fire salutes in honor of 
quiet, peace-loving citizens. To him, the Arab custom seemed 
a caricature of much that is witnessed in enlightened coun- 
tries, 

OFFICE, THE SINE-QUA-NON OF HONOR. 

Scarcely was the dinner over when the governor of the dis- 
trict and all the resident Vice-Consuls with their suites of 
attendants came in a body to pay an official visit and offer 
such courtesies and hospitalities as they could extend. They 
had donned their robes of office which were richly set off with 
galloon and gilt buttons. They wore military caps, had swords 
hanging by their sides, and coming together they presented a 
brilliant array. Here it hardly need be said office is an indis- 
pensable means of securing consideration and respect. Per- 
sonal merit may cause one's name to be enrolled on the 
calendars of saints. Office alone commands respect. Mordecai 
in poverty is a despised beggar. Mordecai in official robes is 
worshipped. Man is less esteemed for his manhood and manli- 
ness than for his trappings. This reflection was often forced on 
the writer while residing in that country. On the other hand, 
while Gen. Hashem, the Bey's ambassador was in the United 
States, he was impressed with the dignity and honor here at- 
tained by citizens acting in their private capacity, and in his 
report to the Bey of Tunis he dwelt on this point at length. In 
New York the late Gen. William Hall, in Philadelphia Mr. Geo. 
W. Childs, and in Washington Mr. George W. Riggs, all pri- 
vate citizens, entertained the Tunisian embassy in a princely 
manner, and many other private citizens did likewise. To 
Gen. Hashem it seemed marvelous that gentlemen like these 
could be found outside official ranks. Once after his return 
from America, when he expressed this idea to an American 
gentleman visiting Tunis, he was told : " On the contrary it is 
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about as difficult to find in America really worthy men in 
office, as out of it, the selection for office being too often made 
with the view to some private end rather than to qualifications 
to promote public good," 

VIEWS FROM THE CITADEL. 

In due time the Consul returned, under the escort of his 
host, the official visits, calling first on the governor of the dis- 
trict. With the latter he repaired to the tower of the citadel, 
called the Casbah, where was enjoyed a most delightful view 
far and near. Several minarets presented a brilliant hue. The 
waters of the Mediterranean sparkled in the sunlight and the 
gardens and olive groves around had a green and cheerful 
look. Standing upon that commanding height he was re- 
minded of the remarkable history and varied fortunes of that 
region. 

TRACKS OF C*:SAR AND HANNIBAL. 

The city of Susa is situated ninety miles south-southeast of 
Tunis. It is built on the site of ancient Hadrumetum which 
is noted in history as the place where Julius C?esar began his 
African campaign in the year 46 b. c. Hither Hannibal re- 
paired on giving up the conflict with Rome in Italy in the year 
302 B. c. From this point he set off to take command of the 
Carthaginian forces stationed near Zama and hither he fled 
after his defeat by Scipio Africanus at the battle of Zama. 
The governor extended to the Consul in a formal manner the 
freedom of the city and expressed the desire to do his utmost 
to render the visit of the latter agreeable. While on the tower 
of the Casbah he directed attention to some islands in the 
Mediterranean and to attractive points upon land, but could 
shed httle light on the remarkable history of this country. 
The past, it is presumed, had but little interest for him except 
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SO far as it was connected with the triumphs of his faith as a 
Mussulman. It was the good fortune of the Consul, however, 
to find in that region men competent and willing to commu- 
nicate much information which he earnestly desired to obtain. 

AN ANTIQUARY AT HOME. 

Mr. Spina, the Vice-Consul of France, was a man of eleva- 
ted tastes and acknowledged abilities as an antiquary. He 
had sought and obtained an appointment there as a Vice- 
Consul of his country, with a view of prosecuting under the 
most favorable circumstances certain studies and researches 
relative to that remarkable land. He had collected many rare 
objects ; some of them earthen, and some metallic including 
coins ; some of them with inscriptions, and some without 
them, — objects which he was sure belonged to the several 
historic periods of the country. He had classified and labeled 
these objects and arranged them in admirable order on shelves 
around his room. Thus on one shelf were objects which he 
contended once belonged to the Libyans who occupied the 
country anterior to the arrival of the Phcenicians. On another 
shelf were articles which belonged to the period of the Phoe- 
nician rulers ; and on other shelves were articles which 
' belonged respectively to the Roman period, the Byzantine 
period, the Saracenic, and he drew attention to one very rare 
object which he claimed belonged to the Vandal period. It 
was a privilege to listen to his explanations and to note the 
results of his zeal and industry. His library consisted of a 
few books and maps selected with special reference to his en- 
grossing pursuits. There he assiduously devoted his leisure 
for years to studies and investigations, which, though appre- 
ciated by the French government of that time and by several 
antiquarian societies of Europe, gave him in the opinion of 
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some of his colleagues, a stronger hold on the past than o 
the present. 



A VICTIM OF THE CHOLERA. 

During the prevalence of the cholera in the summer of 1867, 
Mr. Spina's health giving way, he addressed a letter to his 
chief at Tunis asking leave of absence from his post ; but be- 
fore a reply could be received, death came to his relief, cutting 
short a useful and honorable career of consular and antiqua- 
rian service. 
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THE VICE-CONSULS OF SUSA. 
All the Vice-Consuls of Susa but two were bom in Europe, 
but they had family ties binding them to Africa, each having 
been led to the hymenial altar by a Dido who had no occasion 
to erect a funeral pile, like that of Virgil's heroine, on account 
of the infidelity of her lover. The children that came of these 
unions seemed especially bright and promising, having vigor 
of body and intellect and speaking several languages with fa- 
cility and accuracy. Great Britain was represented by Mr 
Stevens, a genuine Englishman, who having an Italian lady 
for his wife submitted without repining to his lot upon that 
historic shore. Austria and Spain had for their agent Mr. 
Pistoretto, an outspoken republican, whose life had the charm 
of romance. He was born in Venice, and having been exiled 
from that city by Austria on account of his political utter- 
ances, he took refuge at Susa, where he was successful in 
business and despite his liberal sentiments he at length re- 
ceived marked honor from monarchal Spain and even from the 
very government that drove him from the home of his youth. 
Mr. Moro, the United States consular agent, was an Italian 
subject and an intelligent and successful merchant. 

ANTIQUARIAN EXPLORATIONS. 

The Consul was gratified at having a second opportunity 
for an extended interview with Mr. Daux, a gentleman who 
has since attained distinction. He was commissioned by 
the French government to pursue certain antiquarian re- 
searches and investigations, with the special object of iden- 
tifying and verifying places visited by Julius Ceesar in his 
African campaign. He had been previously employed ten 
years by the Bey of Tunis as civil engineer, during which time 
he drew maps of Carthage, Utica and other ancient cities,— 
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maps, that while exhibited at an Exposition in Paris, attracted 
the attention of the late Emperor of the French. Mr. Daux 
was sent for and commissioned to do a work, a part of which 
appeared in "Napoleon's Life of Caesar," and the publication 
of another part was delayed by the pre-occupation and death 



of the Emperor. Several finely illustrated maps of that coun- 
try are the result of his skill, learning and industry. Much 
time was spent in examining his drawings of cities, harbors, 
fortifications and battle-fields, and in listening to his explana- 
tion of scenes that were enacted and events that occurred in 
the distant past. Mr. Daux was enabled by various excava- 
tions and explorations to establish the outlines of the ancient 
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city of Hadrumetum, and by means of historic lights and ac- 
tual measurements to trace the course of the Cassarian and 
the Pompeian or Republican forces, first to the encampment 
of the former at Ruspina (actual Monastir), and thence to 
Thapsus (now Dimas), where a decisive battle was fought and 
a victory won by Cassar, 46 years b. c. He had a definite plan 
of Caesar's fortified camp at Ruspina. He explained the order 
of battle at Thapsus and the direction taken by the defeated 
Republicans, and made a special comment on Cato's retreat 
to Utica, where the brave but disheartened old Roman put an 
end to his life rather than submit to the conqueror, whose 
speedy arrival he anticipated. 

THE PRESENT AND THE PAST. 

The city of Susa had at the time of this visit (1866), a popu- 
lation estimated at 10,000. It had twenty-four years later 
(1890), a population of 18,500 ; while the ancient city (Hadru- 
metum), on the same site, had in the second century, a popu- 
lation of 150,000. Mr. Daux reached the conclusion after 
much study and research, that the country embracing the 
territory of the regency of Tunis, had in the second and third 
centuries a population of eighteen million souls ; while it con- 
tained in 1866 less than two millions ; and in 1890 only a mill- 
ion and a half, according to the " Annuaire." 

Along this eastern coast of Tunis are many places whose 
names are well-known to classical students. Some of these 
places were visited by the writer in the summer of 1862, when 
he made an extended tour of observation, collecting statistics 
embodied in one of his reports to the Department of State at 
Washington. Among the objects that attracted his attention 
on that tour were the reputed ruins of a church edifice of the 
fourth century, near Medea, The extreme northern point of 
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this eastern shore is Cape Bon, the ancient Promontorium Her- 
Tnceum. Twenty miles southeast of Cape Bon is Kellibia, 
ancient Clypea or Aspis, where Agathocles landed on his first 
invasion of Carthage in the year 303 b. c. Seventy miles south- 
west of Kellibia is Susa, ancient Hadrumetum where two of 
the greatest generals of Rome and Carthage landed and 
planned campaigns that decided the fate of empires. Twelve 
miles southeast of Susa is Monastir, ancient Ruspina, where 
Caesar erected a strongly fortified camp, the oiitlines of which 
are still traced by the foundation stones. From this place 
Caesar marched forth twenty miles in a southeasterly direction, 
to annihilate at Thapsus the waning fortunes and expiring 
hopes of the sole Republicans that dared dispute his imperial 
sway. Thirty miles south of Thapsus is Capoudia, ancient Ca- 
put Vada, where Belisarius began his victorious career in this 
country in the year 533 a. d. The history and geography of 
this region were studied with renewed interest after looking 
over Mr. Daux's maps, listening to his explanations and then 
proceeding from point to point along the way delineated by 
him. 

A ROMAN MOSAIC. 

Just before a pVevious visit, which was especially devoted to 
antiquarian researches, a tomb built in the best days of Ro- 
man art, had been discovered in an olive grove in the outskirts 
of this city. This tomb contained a mosaic pavement that 
represented the voyage of life, the two leading characters of 
which were unquestionably Theseus and Ariadne. In an artis- 
tic point of view this mosaic would compare favorably with 
similar renowned productions exhumed at Herculaneum and 
Pompeii, and exhibited in the Royal Museum of Naples. But 
in proportion to the pleasure experienced in witnessing at the 
outset the well-drawn figures and their fresh and life-like col- 
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ors was the pain in attesting the sad change that had been 
wrought by four years' exposure to air, light and moisture, 
not to speak of acts of vandalism that had been committed by 
visitors or natives of the country. 

RUINS — ARAB HOSPITALITY. 

At six o'clock on their third morning at Susa the visitors 
set off for El Gem ' (Thysdrus), where they arrived at 3.30 
o'clock in the afternoon. They passed through a country of 
great natural resources and saw along their way numerous 
Roman and Saracenic ruins and some dilapidated construc- 
tions that were comparatively modern. This district, whose 
capital is Susa, is styled the Sahel. It is esteemed the finest 
part of the Bey's dominions. It produces large quantities of 
olive oil and its soil is better for agricultural purposes than 
that near the capital of the regency. Halting a little before 
noon for the repose of the horses and for lunch in the outskirts 
of an olive grove, near which was a rude Arab village, they 
were visited by the Sheik of the village, who sent them a sup- 
ply of milk, cheese, honey and fruits, in return for which, con- 
trary to the general usage of the country, he would not accept 
himself, and he was loth to allow his subordinates to accept 
any compensation or presents. 

AMPHITHEATRE OF EL GEM. 

Two or three hours before reaching their journey's end they 
beheld at a distance, in a comparative wilderness, an immense 
towering edifice which was pointed out as the amphitheatre 
of Et Gem or ancient Thysdrus. This building is supposed to 
have been erected in the third century in honor of the elder 
Gordian who was here proclaimed emperor in the year 236 a. d. 
It resembles the Coliseum at Rome, though it is of a style of 
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architecture more elaborate and ornate. It abounds in carved 
work of various kinds, especially in fluted columns and Corin- 
thian capitals. While the Roman Coliseum accommodated 
nearly a hundred thousand spectators this amphitheatre had 
seats for about seventy thousand. Its two diameters are 429X 
368 feet and the diameters of the arena are 238 x 182 feet. The 
miserable Arab huts that surround it and arc constructed of its 
materials cause its grandeur to appear in bold relief. The 
building is a pitiful ruin and the work of destruction goes on 
year by year. It was at one period used by the government 
as a fortress, but at length, seized by rebels and appropriated 
as their tower of defence, it was regained by the government 
of the country, only after great sacrifice of life and property ; 
and to prevent, if possible, another like catastrophy in con- 
nection with this structure, the Bey employed his army for 
months in demolishing a part of its walls, making a complete 
passage way through the conjugate diameter of the grand old 
structure, that was for centuries the pride and boast of this 
part of Africa. Yet again in 1881 the Arab army sought ref- 
uge here and were dislodged by the French only after a mur- 
derous encounter. 



IGNORANCE — POTTERY AND COINS. 

Wandering about the place the visitors found the r 
of ancient palaces, a Roman circus and a small amphitheatre 
The inhabitants appeared to be in a state of brutal ignorance. 
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Their only knowledge of this stupendous ruin and of all the 
monuments of olden times around them, was doubtless de- 
rived, aside from vague tradition, from European travelers. 
There were brought for sale copper coins, and pieces of pot- 
tery that belonged to the Roman period, and one coin obtained 
there is represented above. 

AN ARAB FEAST. 

Messengers had been sent forward by the governor of Susa 
with orders for the Sheik of the village to prepare a dinner for 
the consular guests. But in accordance with the dilatory hab- 
its of the country, nothing was done till the travelers arrived. 
Having had no substantial meal that day they called for boiled 
eggs to allay their craving appetite. Meanwhile a lamb and 
chickens were dressed and plans matured for a feast, after the 
fashion of that rural district. Shrinking from the ordeal to 
which they might be subjected, the visitors tried to prevent 
the sacrifice of life and the extensive preparations that were 
ostensibly made for their honor, but in vain. At 7.30 o'clock 
word came that the feast was ready and the guests were for- 
mally invited to take seats at the table. More than twenty 
large dishes of meat, vegetables, pastry and fruit of various 
kinds, together with two immense platters of both kinds of 
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cuscousou (which is the national dish), were placed promiscu- 
ously upon a low table, with the apparent understanding that 
the guests could help themselves from the common platters 
with wooden spoons and a carving knife. Such an emergency 
as this had been provided for by the forethought of Moham- 
med who speedly brought out a supply of knives, forks, spoons, 
plates and napkins. But the sight of such quantities of food, 
and the odor of olive oil, were too much for the Consul's com- 
panions, who being but "lookers-on in Vienna," made a cow- 
ardly retreat, leaving the honors of the table to be done by him. 
Thus forsaken, he applied himself to the task as best he could 
and succeeded in satisfying Mohammed that he regarded that 
bountifully supplied table as an exhibition of Arab hospitality 
demanding special recognition. On withdrawing from his 
place, the Consul saw called to the table his servants, together 
with three Italian travelers, and after them, probably a hun- 
dred villagers flocked around the festal board to celebrate, as 
Mohammed expressed it, the visit of the Consul-General of 
America. Whether at the dinner-table, taking notes upon 
camp chairs or wandering among the stupendous ruins, the 
visitors were rudely stared at by the ragged and half naked 
villagers who would have pressed their demands for charity 
but for the stern rebuke of the faithful dragoman and servant. 
While there an Arab repeatedly entered, for the amusement 
of the company, a subterraneous passage on one side of the 
amphitheatre, and came out several rods distant on the other 
side of the edifice. 

NOLO CONTENDERE. 

Though the Sheik of El Gem doubtless did his best to honor 
his guests, getting up a sumptuous feast d FArabe, and furn- 
ishing the government-house with carpets, rugs and cushions 
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of good quality and gaudy colors, they, being unable to sleep 

or take real comfort, were not in a state of mind to appreciate 
his efforts. In fact, their right to the unmolested occupancy 
of the quarters assigned them was so warmly contested by 
unseen enemies (fleas), that acting on the principle that dis- 
cretion is the better part of valor, they respectively pleaded 
in courtly phrase — "nolo contendere" then retreated to the 
pateo and took seats in their carriage. 

DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL AT SFAX. 

At eleven o'clock at night they were up arranging for their 
departure and at midnight set off in the light of the moon and 
stars and reached the city of Sfax, forty or fifty miles distant 
at ten o'clock in the morning. At the gate of the city they 
halted for their guards to notify the governor of the district 
of their arrival, and were soon met and escorted to the office 
of the chief magistrate where they were received with marks 
of courtesy and honor. Coffee and pipes were served, and all 
the Vice-Consuls of the place paid their visits. They were as- 
signed quarters in the old government palace and a retinue of 
servants was directed to attend to their wants, From the bal- 
cony of the palace they saw the stars and stripes saluted by 
the flags of five different nations. This edifice, standing upon 
the summit of the highest hill, commands a fine view of the 
harbor and of an immense area of sea and land, including the 
Kerkenna Islands, from which Hannibal, defeated by foreign 
enemies and forsaken and even persecuted by his own coun- 
trymen, sailed away to die an exile in Asia Minor, and where 
Marius, driven from Italy, landed an exile on his way to Car- 
thage. They were favored with an invigorating breeze that 
strongly contrasted with the suffocating desert wind that 
nearly blistered their faces during their stay at Susa. Towards 
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evening they donned their robes with gilt buttons and repaid 
the official visits. 

A FORMAL WELCOME, 

The governor took occasion to welcome the Consul in a 
formal manner to the hospitalities of the city. He said that 
his officers would be subject to the orders of his guests during 
their stay. In his address and in subsequent interviews his 
dignified manners and intelligence were noteworthy. He 
spoke of Tunisia as his beloved country. He was not blind to 
its weaknesses, nor unmoved by its misfortunes. While thus 
speaking he said, " God sends affiictions for wise purposes. In 
God we will hope." Submission to the Divine will is the nota- 
ble virtue of Mussulmans,* who often repeat the adage with 
evident assent to its truth, that " misfortunes are blessings in 
disguise." The governor referred to General Hashem, the 
Bey's ambassador to the United States, in the following 
terms : " Sidi: (i. e., sir,) Hashem is my special friend. The 
report he made of his mission to America has awakened much 
interest in your country." 

POPULATION AND WALLS OF SFAX. 

Sfax, in 1865 had 12,000 inhabitants. Twenty-four years 
later (1890), it was accredited in the official annual with a 
population of 42,500. Yet one of the fiercest struggles of 
1881, took place here between the French and the native 
forces. Some of the walls were battered down and many fine 
old buildings were shattered. Since that time, however, the 
place has taken a new lease of life. The restrictions of race, 
religion and commerce have been less potent. The greater 
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freedom of life and activity has resulted in trebling the popu- 
lation in a brief period of time. 

THE VICE-CONSULAR OFFICE. 

The consular officers of Sfax came in the evening with the 
express object of having an extended consultation in regard 



to public affairs. These officials were generally men se- 
lected from the most respectable and intelligent merchants 
of the place to facilitate commercial transactions with these 
respective nationalities. It was their duty to correspond with 
their superiors, who resided at the capital, and to communi- 
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cate all the commercial, agricultural and manufacturing statis- 
tics of their respective districts, together with such incidents 
and events as have a public interest. Some of these officials 
received compensation for their services, while others held 
office for the honor of it or with the hope of deriving from it 
some personal advantage. A fair amount of common sense, 
decision and energy, together with a courteous bearing, were 
needful to maintain the honor of their flags and cordial per- 
sonal and official relations. With these qualifications, these 
officers serve valuable purposes, promoting a good understand- 
ing, communicating useful information and facilitating a trade 
that is mutually advantageous. Without these qualifications, 
these officials defeat rather than promote the objects for which 
they are appointed, interfering with the local government or 
fostering its vices, and confounding private matters with those 
that belong to their office, and so giving their superiors in 
office trouble instead of support. In these interviews there 
was the utmost freedom of expression on each side. The evil 
results of indiscretion were pointed out as well as the mutual 
advantages to be gained by the exercise of good sense and 
sound judgment. Through the United States consular agent 
at Sf ax a small lucrative business might be introduced between 
our country and the Tunisian Gereed, the latter country fur- 
nishing dates and other fruits and receiving in return cotton 
goods and scores of household articles ; each kind, however, 
should be furnished in very limited quantities to avoid glutting 
the market. 

The Vice-Consuls of Sfax showed in a striking manner the 
results of their isolated condition. They were so intermarried 
as to seem to be of one family. They took but few newspa- 
pers, and those were exclusively the liberal journals of France 
and Italy, They took no magazines and had recourse to no 
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well assorted libraries whence to draw instruction. But the 
facts that were communicated to one of their number were 
usually communicated to all. Meetings and discussions were 
frequent. Their eagerness to gain information in regard to 
the great outside world was noteworthy. " Europe and Amer- 
ica — what is going on there ? Whither does the world tend ? 
to civilization or to barbarism .' to liberal government or to 
despotism?" Questions were asked with regard to different 
nations and their relations with each other. "Are the Grand 
Sultan and the Bey of Tunis on good terms ? Does the Bey 
possess sovereign rights, or is he a subject of the Grand Sul- 
tan .' Is any one of the great powers plotting to get posses- 
sion of this country ?" Numerous were the enquiries, to reply 
to any one of which might occupy an evening. These officials 
were eager to gain special information about American affairs. 
The civil war in the United States made that country known 
where it had scarcely been heard of before. To the civil war 
was attributed not only a great advance in the price of cotton 
goods, but a marked change in the commercial affairs of the 
world. "When will your country recover from the effects of 
its war, so that wc can get our coffee, sugar and spices at for- 
mer prices ?" This last inquiry was regarded by them as rea- 
sonable and accordingly received a candid reply. 

ANCIENT CARAVAN ROUTE, 

Desiring to know more about the geography, history and 
antiquities of that region and especially about its various 
brances of industry, the Consul put questions in his turn and 
received replies, which, though not as full as desired, were 
appreciated. When important communications were kept up 
between Carthage and Cyrene, and Carthage and Egypt, the 
site of the present city of Sfax was on the highway between 
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these distant points. On this route the Philaeni Brothers 
doubtless passed when they hastened to extend the territory 
of Carthage, even at the sacrifice of their lives ; and by this 
point came Cato with the remnant of the Pompeian forces, 
vainly hoping to resist the aggressions of the imperial usurper 
Julius Caesar. This line of communication was kept up till 
within the memory of men then living. Caravans used to pass 
regularly back and forth between Tunis and Alexandria via 
Tripoli, a distance of about fifteen hundred miles. Sfax was 
also on a favorite caravan route to Fezzan, Timbuctoo and 
other southern posts of trade so long as slaves were openly 
bought and sold, and ivory found its way to the northern 
market. 

HARBOR AND COMMERCE OF SFAX. 

Sfax owes much of its importance to its harbor, in which 
are always to be found vessels of various kinds and capacities. 
Its communication with Malta is regular and frequent and 
between it and some European ports small crafts are con- 
stantly plying. It is the port from which are exported to 
Malta dates, rich woolen fabrics and other products of the 
Gereed, brought hither by caravans, which return laden with 
cotton goods and other articles usually received in exchange. 
Its fisheries, olive groves and sponge beds, yield a handsome 
revenue to the government and furnish employment to nu- 
merous laborers. The Consul visited the arsenal, passed 
along the docks, and while in a delightful garden in the sub- 
urbs of the city, lent a willing ear to an account of quantities 
of luscious dates annually brought from the Gereed and ex- 
changed for manufactured goods. 

THE SYRTI.s MINOR. 

About sunset on their second day at Sfax the visitors were 
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escorted by the governor and his official suite to a convenient 
wharf, where, entering a small boat, they were rowed to a 
schooner awaiting them in deep water. This vessel had been 
gaudily decorated for their special pleasure, and on examining 
its cabin and furniture, compliments were paid to their host, 
in terms that were at a later period somewhat modified. They 
were soon in an airy and delightfully arranged cabin, sipping 
coffee and tasting some of the luxuries that had been bounti- 
fully supplied. But anon attacked by unseen enemies they re- 
turned to the deck in dismay. The wicked fleas, not content 
with their doings in the goverment house at El Gem, began 
their persecutions, on shipboard, causing the Consul's friend 
such acute pains as usually attend the sting of bees. Though 
for two hours becalmed, a brisk breeze in their favor at length 
arose, giving them a quick passage. They were subjected, 
however, during a brief period, to a violent storm, drenching 
them with rain and spray and compelling them to offer obla- 
tions to Old Neptune, who, if we are rightly informed, once 
played in this gulf of Gabes (then called theSyrtis Minor), some 
infamous tricks, which Homer has recorded in his Odyssey. 

ARRIVAL, SALUTE AND ESCORT. 

As Gerba appeared in sight about three o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, the American flag was raised from the schooner to 
notify the governor of the island and the United States con- 
sular agent of its approach. These officials, together with 
their subordinates and a motley multitude, promptly repaired 
to the wharf, and a well-manned boat on which floated the 
Tunisian flag, was sent to take the passengers ashore. After 
exchanging salutations upon the wharf the visitors were 
shown horses and mules well caparisoned and were requested 
to take their choice. They chose mules and were scarcely 
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seated upon their backs when a cannon standing near by was 
discharged. This was the beginning of the customary official 
salute. One of the immediate consequences was consterna- 
tion among the beasts. The mule on which Mr. Van Vorst was 
seated, rose upon his hind feet, and, after balancing long 
enough to allow his rider to slide off unharmed, fell backward 
to the ground, where he lay for a moment with feet and nose 
upturned, as if beseeching heaven's aid. But speedily the 
signal was given and the march was begun and continued amid 
the sound of accompanying brazen instruments and of cannon 
discharges on the wharf. Besides the escort of a numerous 
concourse of horsemen and footmen, the Consul had as a spe- 
cial escort, two stout Ethiopians, one on each side, marching 
abreast the head of the mule. On reaching the government 
house, the multitude dispersed. But soon the officials of the 
island came in a body to pay their respects to the Consul and 
proffer their services to render his visit agreeable. 

GEKBA, PAST AND PRESENT. 

Gerba is the Meninx or Lotophagitis Insula of the ancients. 
According to mythological accounts it was early inhabited by 
a rude people who ate the fruit of the lotus and by means of 
this drug acquired a controlling influence over the crafty 
Ulysses, who, when shipwrecked in the Syrtis Minor (now the 
gulf of Gabes), took refuge upon their shores. It was during 
Roman rule, a favorite resort of men of leisure on account of 
its delightful climate and opportunities for quiet study and 
recreation. When Sallust was Pro-Consul of Africa, he with- 
drew to this island and but a palatial mansion, where he so 
lived as to cause reproach to be heaped 'upon his name for 
prodigality and for wastefulness of public funds. The island is 
situated 33^ degrees north latitude, and 9 degrees east longi- 
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lude from Paris. Its soil is of a clayey nature, producing date 
palm, orange, lemon and apricot trees, an excellent quality of 
whose fruit was regularly served on the table of the visitors. 
The government house of the island is called the Bey's 
palace. It is an oblong two-story structure of solid mason 
work, and standing on high ground commands an extended 
view of land and water. The rooms assigned to the visitors 
were commodious, neat and comfortable. The windows were 
provided with shutters and with richly wrought curtains of 
variegated colors. The floors were of white marble set off 
with highly ornamental rugs. Each side of the room was 
covered with delicately tinted enameled tiles and the top with 
a canvas on which were painted various fantastic figures after 
the style of the Orient. Instead of chairs were highly orna- 
mented divans. A large and elegant gilt framed French clock, 
used only as an ornament, stood upon a marble table. In sev- 
eral niches and in the corners of the rooms were arranged 
marble or bronze statuettes, and above and around the rooms 
were here and there suspended paper tinsels of various colors 
and fanciful figures that gave the apartment an air of grotesque- 
ness and cheerfulness. Nothing could exceed the neatness and 
excellence of the beds and bedding, which resting upon high 
bedsteads with tall posts, were overhung with heavy woolen 
coverlets for curtains, whose oddly shaped and brilliantly col- 
ored in-woven figures afforded much amusement, especially 
during the dreamy hours of the morning. 

THE FESTAL BOARD. 

At six o'clock on Saturday evening, the governor broke 
bread for the first time with the Consul, causing the latter to 
realize more than ever before the significance of an Oriental 
custom that has been handed down as a memorial service or 
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sacrament, rather than as a social or hospitable act. The re- 
past was excellent, abundant and well served. The governor 
was of middle age, had sparkling black eyes, agreeable man- 
ners and a quiet humor that added much to the pleasure of 
. the occasion. There was served a delicious beverage called 
date palm wine, which was sap freshly drawn from the date 
palm tree, and as it causes the early decay of this most gen- 
erous of trees, it was regarded as a mre and expensive luxury. 
The governor was, like most of the high olficials of his coun- 
try, dignified in his bearing and of easy and graceful address. 
Themes for conversation were not wanting. The reception ol 
the Bey's embassy in America was referred to in grateful 
terms. The influence exerted by America on commerce was 
acknowledged and hope was expressed that, as its civil war 
had come to an end, the prices of cotton goods, coffee and 
other imports might soon be reduced to where they were be- 
fore the war. 

A BALL-ROOM IMPROVISED. 

Notwithstanding their loss of sleep and their varied expe- 
rience on sea and land, the visitors were soon ready for another 
entertainment, so unique in its character as to merit a partic- 
ular notice. At 8,30 o'clock, they went forth under the lead 
of servants with lanterns to attend a grand ball, called a Euro- 
pean or Greek ball, to distinguish it from a peculiar African 
entertainment called a Moorish ball. This ball was given by 
a wealthy Greek merchant. Entering under the escort of the 
governor a room which he took for a large hall, the Consul 
expressed surprise at finding so spacious and commodious an 
apartment on the island. In reply, attention was called to the 
canvas above. The room was nearly sixty feet square. The 
walls were solid mason work about twelve feet high, and were 
whitened and here and there set off with runnning rose-bushes 
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in full bloom. In each corner of this court, which is called the 
pateOf was an orange-tree gaily ornamented for the occasion. 
The floor was of cement. Above were three long poles equi- 
distant from each other. They were the masts of vessels that 
lay in the harbor and that had been brought and thus arranged 
to support the canvas that protected the company from the 
wind and moisture of the night. 

In this enclosure and in the one-story building extending 
half way around it, were assembled more than three hundred 
persons varying in age from early youth to an advanced pe- 
riod of life. There were Jews, Christians and Mussulmans, 
with costumes as various as were the ages and characters of 
the company. It was not a little interesting to witness this 
heterogeneous assemblage, and, as the Consul desired to un- 
derstand the principle that prevailed in bringing together 
persons so diverse in age, look and character, he enquired :— 
"Who are these people?" The reply was, — "They are the 
friends and guests of Signor and Signora Cutillano, our host 
and hostess." 

The females were arrayed in white, black, blue, green and 
pink, with crinoline and without it ; with and without head 
gear ; with the hair curled, frizzled, braided, twisted, loosely 
hanging down the neck, tied in large knots, and one comely 
black-eyed Jewess, who coquetted with the Consul's Jersey 
friend, displayed a huge water-fall. As embonpoint in that 
country is esteemed 'an essential element of female beauty, 
tight lacing is there unknown. Women have, however, their 
eyebrows, eye-lashes and finger-nails generally colored with 
henna. 

The dresses of the males were no less unique and varied 
than those of the females. Some of the men wore the plain 
fez of the country ; others had on turbans that showed their 
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owners to be Jews, Mussulmans, or a particular order of Mus- 
sulmans. Some wore palm leaf or tarpaulin hats or common 
cloth caps, and others appeared, like the foreign visitors, with 
uncovered heads. There were frock coats, dress coats and 
short jackets ; tight trousers, loose trousers, and the full 
oriental gear ; heavy boots, light boots, brogans and pumps 
for the "light fantastic toe." There were, too, in that group 
several Greeks who took pride in displaying their national 
costume set off with galloon and fanciful colors. 

AN ANIMATED SCENE. 

But the dresses of the company were not more striking than 
the forms and movements. Though the entertainment was 
called a European ball, its pleasures were shared by some per- 
sons who would probably lay no claim to a European origin. 
Two women wrapped up and veiled in Arab style received 
special attention. A very animated scene appeared at certain 
stages of the entertainment. No knit brows were presented. 
Stiff limbs and stern faces gave way to the general joy. Even 
the starched dignity and sobriety of the governor were melted 
down. There were music and dancing ; not such perhaps as 
would call forth expressions of admiration from professed crit- 
ics in the ^lite circles of more enlightened countries. Religious 
hatred and vulgar jealousy gave place to kindly sentiments, 
and pleasure was depicted on every face. The music was 
made mostly with violins and would ordinarily be pronounced 
too plaintive and monotonous to awaken lively and joyous emo- 
tions ; yet it was in strict accord with the spirit and character 
of the people, and answered all the purposes of gayer and 
more boisterous strains in other countries, quickening and 
controlling the movements of the dancers who, though desti- 
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tiite of grace, accurately marked the time with feet and hands 
as though constrained by some superior force. 

The host of the evening, seventy-eight years old, and his 
wife of about the same age, were foremost in the amusements. 
Taking their stand they waved aloft their white handkerchiefs 
as a signal to give attention, and then after numerous couples 
were duly arranged, led off an amusing long dance in which 
their great-grandson six years old took a part. 

AN AMUSING INTERLUDE. 

But the evening was not wholly given to dancing and feast- 
ing. There were two interludes that excited much merriment 
The principal actors dressed for the occasion parried compli- 
ments with belles and beaux and performed magic feats, mak- 
ing different members of the company the butt of their 
witticisms and antics. The banker of the island who was a 
Jew of Falstaffian proportions and had the reputation of 
being very rich was made to play his part in the comedy. He 
was rallied about his corpulence and his riches, and though 
family matters are usually treated with the utmost delicacy, 
the exceptional fact of his having three wives was referred to. 
But he was equal to the occasion. He turned upon his assail- 
ants and hurled back witty repartees that produced much 
merriment at the expense of his rival. In a subsequent con- 
versation, receiving the Consul's congratulations on his suc- 
cess in accumulating a large fortune the banker replied in a 
pitiful tone that he had never had any children and was then 
intending to take another wife (Jews and Mussulmans being 
allowed by law four wives, though they rarely have but one), 
in the hope of having children to inherit his property and per- 
petuate his name. Though rich, he felt that without children 
he might as well have been poor and that his lot was at that 



mzecDy Google 



CHILDREN DESIRED. 49 

very time rather to be commiserated tlian envied, and the sen- 
timent which he thus expressed was generally shared by the 
Jews and Mussulmans of that country. Children are there 
regarded as the greatest boon of wedded life. Barrenness is 
viewetl as a blight or a curse whose consequences reach on 
through all time. The great burden of the prayer that is 
offered with the marriage vow is that children may be given 
to take away reproach, and especially boys to hand down the 
family name ; and the denial of this prayer often occasions a 
grief akin to that experienced by parents the world over on 
being deprived by death of their cherished offspring. How the 
plan resulted which Gerba's great banker deliberately laid to 
secure the blessing he craved, has not been reported for this 
paper. 

A RETROSPECT, 

At midnight the foreign visitors withdrew from the scene 

of merriment to enjoy, — 

"Tired Nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep," 
and the next day being the Christian Sabbath, (Friday was the 
Mussulman Sabbath and Saturday the Jewish) was passed for 
the most part within doors, reading, writing, receiving calls 
and laying plans for the exploration of the island. But though 
it was Sunday they recalled and dwelt with pleasure upon the 
gay scene they had witnessed the night before. The enter- 
tainment was called a masked ball without the mask. It had 
the fantastic show without the concealment of the face, ex- 
cept in the two cases named. The striking contrasts in the 
age, condition, nationality, religion, manners, dresses and 
movements of the company could not escape attention. There 
was liberty enough in all these respects for the most earnest 
combatants against the tyranny of fashion. Though the Ara- 
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bic is the language of the country, the Italian, which is exten- 
sively spoken in commercial circles, was used by the master 
of ceremonies. Greeks chatted with each other in their own 
tongue and the Arabic was spoken on every hand. There were 
present a few persons who spoke French, and one elderly 
lady who was an aunt of the black-eyed Jewess referred to 
above, made an earnest effort to entertain the Consul's Jersey 
friend with a few broken sentences in English. Not joining 
in the dance, the writer walked around the pateo conversing 
with the governor and with the wife of the host. 

AN ESTIMABLE PRIEST. 

On Sunday afternoon the Consul returned the call of the 
Catholic priest of the island whom he found to be a man of 
intelligence and culture. He was a Frenchman by birth and a 
cosmopolitan by education. After completing an extended 
course of study in his native land he spent four years at Rome 
and then devoted four years more to foreign travel, visiting, 
besides several European countries, Asia, Africa and Amer- 
ica. On the latter continent he spent about two years, mostly 
in the South American republics, and gained some idea of the 
great natural resources, curiosities, institutions and prominent 
men of the New World. It was a satisfaction to meet in that 
retired place a gentleman who, while connected with one of 
the most conservative institutions in the world, was well versed 
in geography, history and the liberal arts, and also a good rep- 
resentative of modern civilization. He had been stationed 
there eleven years and was then awaiting promotion to some 
more agreeable post with apparently the same longing that is 
often manifested by men in the consular and diplomatic ca- 
reer of advanced European governments. He had a neat little 
church together with comfortable quarters for himself and his 
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servants. He had under his charge on the island about three 
hundred persons most of whom were untutored Maltese and 
Sicilians whom he guided as best he could, instructing some 
of them in letters as well as in religion. He frankly spoke of 
his trials, which were neither few nor small, and he received 
such expressions of sympathy and appreciation as could be 
unhesitatingly given. He seemed to regard his flock as "lambs 
among wolves," which view was not endorsed ; inasmuch as 
the Christians there are as a class more shrewd and intelligent 
than the Mussulmans, and they commit more daring crimes 
than either the Mussulmans or the Jews. He estimated the 
Jewish population of the island at six thousand ; the Chris- 
tians, including Greeks and Catholics, at three hundred, and 
the rest of the inhabitants (there being thirty thousand in all) 
are Mussulmans. There was full religious toleration to this 
extent : every man, woman and child could abide in the relig- 
ion of his fathers. If he were a Jew, he could continue a Jew; 
if a Mussulman, he must remain a Mussulman or imperil his 
life by the declaration of a change. Mussulmans and Jews 
entered the church, but they did not conceal a sentiment of 
displeasure excited by the sight of statuettes and pictures in 
an edifice devoted to religion. 

CONFUSION OF TONGUES. 

Monday being the regular fair-day or market-day at El 
Souk, was an occasion of special interest. On that day, by 
general consent, the whole world comes together for business 
or pleasure. If a man desires to see his neighbor he goes to 
the fair. Merchants, traders, hucksters, farmers, manufac- 
turers, laborers, sight-seers and loafers are all 'represented 
there with objects as diverse as are their characters and pur- 
suits. Accordingly at an early hour on Monday mOrning the 
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visitors were aroused from their slumbers by an extraordinary 
noise on the great square in front of the palace. It appeared 
to them as they lay upon their comfortable mattresses that 
bedlam itself had been let loose. Discussing the matter at 
their ease, they pronounced this another miracle of confused 
tongues which they were bound to report and hand down for 
the wonder and admiration of coming generations. Donkeys 
were braying, sheep were bleating, cocks were crowing and 
men were shouting. Glancing upon the scene from their win- 
dows, they beheld a motley multitude of men and animals, 
some of them coming upon the ground and apparently strug- 
gling with others to get possession of the best stands. There 
were camel-loads of charcoal brought from the continent 
across the shallow strait at the southern point of the island. 
There were bronze-faced men urging forward camels that 
were laden with the rich products of the Gereed. There 
were donkey-loads of fruit and vegetables from neighboring 
rural districts. There were men, women and children trudg- 
ing along with their baskets full of the products of their re- 
spective industries. As, however, the exhibitors and salesmen 
gradually found their places, the turmoil and uproar dimin- 
ished, a few animals alone continuing to rend the air with 
their hideous or plaintive cries. 

AMONG THE MERCHANDISE. 

When the visitors had taken their morning meal they went 
forth with the governor on a tour of observation. They 
ascertained that despite their early impressions the fair was 
under good regulations. The public grounds were duly laid 
out. The animals had their quarters and all needed classifi- 
cations were secured. Hens, doves, sheep, goats, donkeys, 
mules and camels were numerous. Horses were few, and those 
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were principally in the military service of the Bey. Fruits 
were various, excellent and abundant, while vegetables were 
few and of inferior quality. There were for sale large qanti- 
ties of wool ; much of it was unwashed ; some of it was ready 
to be carded, and some of it was in large rolls awaiting the. 
hand of the spinner. There were quantities of home-made 
fabrics together with some foreign articles mostly in the 
hands of Jews. The Consul recognized while on the island 
but one article of merchandise that came from the United 
States. That was a clock made in Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
It was owned by Mariano, the Vice-Consul's secretary, and 
was highly prized as a time keeper. 

Mariano's name often appears in this narrative. His like- 
ness is therefore introduced. He was the factotum of the 
island, — secretary, business agent, interpreter, photographer, 
etc. He is here represented in his chosen family relations. 

French clocks were common as household ornaments ; but 
few were kept in running order and none were in good repute 
as time keepers. But the merchandise that most attracted 
attention consisted of silk and woolen burnouse cloth ; scar- 
let, yellow and various colored scarfs that are worn about the 
heads and waists of well-to-do natives, and coverlets, in the 
production of which there was much competition between 
Gerba and the Gereed; the best quality, however, probably 
came from the latter country. 

THE PATRIARCH OF GERBA. 

But the event of the day was a complimentary dinner given 
by Mustapha Ben Ibrahim Rais. This man was the consular 
agent of several nations, including the United States, which 
in that part of the world is called, in common parlance, Amer- 
ica. He had passed, according to his own phase, more than 
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fourscore years in the earthly tabernacle, and was regarded 
by Mussulmans, Jews and Christians as a man of integrity 
and irreproachable character. He was known as the patriarch 
of Gerba. In matters of difficulty he was usually consulted. 



^E AND SON. [p. S3.] 

He was reputed to be rich and his sons, grandsons and great 
grandsons resided near him in a collection of houses that con- 
stituted a village. He still showed manly vigor and prided 
himself on his official honors as well as on his Mussulman 
fidelity and uprightness. Though the owner of a horse whose 
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fine proportions and excellent qualities would anywhere at- 
tract attention, he preferred riding on a donkey or a mule in 
his daily routine of business. He and his eldest son Ibrahim 
were unfailing in their attentions. On the Consul's arrival he 
raised the French and English flags which were the only ones 
on the island belonging to foreign nations, and he kept them 
raised till his departure. He invited the visitors to make their 
home with him and said he yielded his claims to their com- 
pany only in deference to the orders which his highness the 
Bey had addressed to the governor. 

A DOUBLE WELCOME. 

Accepting his invitation to dine with Mustapha the visitors 
passed about noon in company with the governor under the 
waving flags of France and England. The patriarch's mansion 
was situated in a delightful spot near the sea, and as they ap- 
proached it upon their spirited steeds, escorted by a squad of 
cavalry, they received a kind of greeting which is peculiar to 
the East. The salutation consisted neither in the firing of 
cannon, nor in any expensive military or musical display but 
in shouts of welcome uttered by women assembled in houses 
along the way and in the house entered. As the sound rose 
clear and strong secretary Mariano remarked that this was 
the greatest compliment that could be paid the guests. The 
women, situated behind screens made for their convenience, 
could see, without being seen. Thus situated they uttered 
their notes of welcome and at the departure their manifesta- 
tions of good will were alike emphatic. The guests were met 
at the gate that led into the open court by the patriarchal 
chief attended by numerous male descendants. As he con- 
ducted the Consul into his house he assured him of his great 
satisfaction in receiving the Consul-General of America and 
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pronounced the benediction — "Peace be unto you." Hethen 
showed his garden, which however, would not bear a favorable 
comparison with many gardens in other parts of the country. 
Some of his buildings were visited where several branches of 
industry were carried on, the principal part of which was the 
weaving of burnouses, shawls and coverlets. 

BANQUET — STRIKING CONTRASTS. 

' When the dinner was announced Sidi Mustapha excused 
himself on account of his advanced age from sitting at the 
table and deputed his son, Ibrahim, a youth of sixty summers, 
to take his place at the table. On entering the dining-hall 
the Consul expressed regret that the venerable host did not 
give the company the pleasure of his presence. Ibrahim re- 
plied, — " Were my father to sit with you, I should be obliged 
to withdraw. For according to our traditions the father must 
not allow his son on formal occasions such acts of familiarity 
as eating, drinking or smoking in his presence. The son must 
serve the father and maintain silence unless spoken to. This 
, teaching of the prophet," he said, "had for its object to incul- 
cate respect and reverence for superiors," The conversation 
thus begun was sustained with spirit, the islanders being inter- 
ested to learn that the manners and customers of " Young 
America" were not in accord with the patriarchal' system as 
understood by them. Remarks were elicited that showed strik- 
ing contrasts between the prevalent domestic customs of the 
East and of the West. Secretary Mariano gave some historical 
reminiscences, carrying the minds of the company back to the 
period of Roman rule when that island was the garden of the 
African province and the retreat of distinguished Roman pro- 
consuls who there lived in luxury and made sumptuous ban- 
quets. The dinner was a unique affair. The host did his best 
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for the honor and pleasure of his guests, showing a hospitality 
that deserved and received a grateful acknowledgement. 

TABLE SERVICE AND FLOWERS. 

In the service of the table the Consul's servant Mohammed 
was ever at hand to assist as prompter, interpreter and waiter, 
and he noted the material part of the banquet with the utmost 
care, subsequently giving an account which may be of inter- 
est. The plates were changed twenty-seven times and sixty- 
two dishes of no mean proportions were brought upon the 
table. In this computation a Gerban pudding that was divided 
into seven parts, having the seven colors of the rainbow and 
each part differently flavored, was counted as one dish. Nei- 
ther did this list include wines, of which, notwithstanding the 
prohibitory law of the prophet, there were choice varieties, 
fruits and coffee, together with many articles that were re- 
garded as mere appetizers. The meats were not numerous, 
but were prepared in many different ways. The pastry, con- 
fectionery and fruits were excellent. The dinner that was 
provided and served for eight persons would probably have 
met the wants of three hundred. The places at the table 
which were occupied by the consular party for more than two 
hours, were successively occupied by other persons in the 
order of their seniority, consanguinity or social rank until 
several hundred had feasted, professedly in honor of the Con- 
sul-General of America. One statement, for the truth of 
which Mohammed probably could not vouch, is here given. 
Though the Consul did not count the dishes placed before 
him he noted the fact that but few of the dishes enumerated 
by Mohammed passed by him untasted. He sipped a little 
wine, drank a cup of coffee and smoked a cigarette, and then 
he not only experienced no inconvenience from this feat of 
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his digestive organs, but was refreshed by it, and now he re- 
calls the occasion with satisfaction. The table was elaborately 
adorned with flowers ; the forks and spoons were of solid sil- 
ver, and the crockery, which was probably of French manu- 
facture, had the delicate colors suited to the place. Whether 
this banquet was gotten up by persons whose instructions had 
come down through successive generations from a period in 
the history of the country when feasting was one of the fine 
arts, is not known to the writer. He can, however, testify to 
an attendant air of gentility and respectability that might well 
modify the sentiments of those persons who associate alone 
vulgar sensuality with this isolated region of the East. 

A FAVOR ASKED. 

After the dinner was over and the siesta made, the visitors 
again strolled through the gardens and looked through an es- 
tablishment for the manufacture of coverlets and sashes, and 
at 6.30 o'clock they were escorted back to their headquarters 
in the government house. Before their departure, however, 
Sidi Mustapha asked for an interview on a matter of moment. 
Placing his right hand on his left breast in token of sincerity 
and earnestness, he said in gentle tones that he greatly de- 
sired the privilege of raising the American flag on a staff to 
stand between the British and the Gallic banners which were 
then floating before him, and he desired the Consul's influ- 
ence with the American and the Tunisian governments to 
procure for him the requisite authority. The Consul who had 
been feasted and put in excellent humor with the patriarch 
and his fellow-residents on that island, could see no reason 
for refusing the request. As he directed his attention to the 
proposed site of the flagstaff he thought how beautiful the 
stars and stripes would look therefrom, and believing that no 
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harm could result from their presence, he yielded, promising 
his active iqterposition. 

ANOTHER FAVOR ASKED, 

Two days afterwards, looking out of his window, the Con- 
sul saw Mustapha and Ibrahim approaching the palace, one on 
a donkey and the other on a mule. They had not been long 
with him before he learned that they had in view more than 
their ordinary expression of courtesy. They examined the 
American flag which Mohammed had in charge, accurately 
noting its dimensions and the number of its stars and stripes 
and asked and received some explanation of their meaning. 
Then Mustapha placing his right hand on his left breast and 
looking the Consul squarely in the face, spoke as follows : — 

THE patriarch's ADDRESS. 

" I come to ask a favor. I am an old man. The frosts of age 
are already upon me. Soon, in the course of nature, I must 
be laid away with my fathers in the cold, cold earth. Desiring 
to prepare for this event, I propose with your permission to 
resign the office with which I have been honored by your 
country, and to nominate my son, Ibrahim, as my successor. 
I crave your assent to this change and your aid in effect- 
ing it." 

A FAVORABLE RESPONSE. 

The address had the dignity and authority of a veritable 
Hebrew patriarch. His look, manner and bearing were in 
keeping with his words. His request seemed reasonable. And 
could the Consul resist his touching appeal.' He did not try ; 
but yielded as readily as if the father of the faithful had ad- 
dressed him. He expressed his desire to gratify the aged man 
and thus he left him in a hopeful state of mind. 
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THE STARS AND STRIPES. 

It soon appeared that Ibrahim had been giving attention to 
this matter and had laid a plan to make on one of his looms 
an American flag with the stars and stripes duly Jnterwovea 
Both requests of Sidi Mustapha were in due time granted un- 
der the sanction of the Department of State at Washington, 
and of the Bey's Prime Minister at Tunis. Ibrahim's certificate 
of authority to act as the consular agent of the United States 
was a transcript of that given to his father, Mustapha, a quar- 
ter of a century before by the late honored Consul of the 
United States, Dr. Samuel D. Heap, who was the father of 
the writer's successor, Mr. G. Harris Heap. The latter was a 
cousin of the late Admiral D. D. Porter, and has since died 
at Constantinople while holding the office of Consul-General 
at that post. Ibrahim had the American flag woven entire 
according to his plan and the occasion of its being raised for 
the first time on the island was observed by a festival gotten 
up at his expense. He was, however, permitted to enjoy his 
honors but for a brief period. Owing to a general policy adopted 
by the Department of State at Washington the office of 
United States consular agent at Gerba was abolished as at 
other similar places, and consequently the American flag 
ceased there to invite favoring breezes and the banners of 
France and England alone remained and still remain to rep- 
resent western civilization on that historic island. 

EXCURSION — MUTILATED SCULPTURES. 

The next day had been assigned for an excursion to the 
southern part of the island. Accordingly at an early hour 
that morning the palace and the square in front of it were 
astir with preparations, and before six o'clock the visitors 
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had taken coffee and were on their way in the midst of a com- 
pany of officers, horsemen and attendants to the number of 
about forty. The Consul rode sometimes a great black horse 
that was the pride of the Island and sometimes a spirited and 
headstrong mule that made the welkin ring with his frequent 
braying. The horses and mules of the country have an easy 
gait. They are trained to pace and rarely trot or canter. The 
first eighteen miles were traveled in three and a half hours. 
A half hour was then spent in examining the ruins of a re- 
markable palace or temple. Marble columns of various sizes, 
Corinthinian capitals and pieces of finely wrought frieze and 
entablature were scattered over the ground. The marble pave- 
ment of one room was but little disturbed. Marble statues and 
the best preserved pieces of sculpture had been removed, as 
was learned from the governor, to the British Museum. From 
a large tomb, a little way off, had been recently taken and 
placed in one of the rooms of the Bey's palace at El Souk, a 
marble slab four feet long and a foot and a half wide with the 
following inscription :^ 

O. O. F. Saturnine II. Vir. 

O. A. Divo Pio Inleer. M. A. S. 

The third line was too much defaced to be legible. A col- 
umn which was four feet in diameter and fragments of fine 
capitals and other pieces of sculpture were scattered for rods 
around. 

LUNCH AT FORT CANTARA. 

At length mounting their horses and mules the company 
dashed off at a rapid rate to Fort Cantara, situated upon the 
seashore a half mile distant. The tent was up and the tables 
spread, and soon every want of the inner man was bountifully 
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supplied. The governor had sent servants the day before to 
make ready for the reception. As the company partook of the 
repast which was served with scrupulous order and was the 
more relished on account of the morning ride, the southern 
side of the tent was opened, giving them a view of a part of 
the main land towards the great desert. 

ANCIENT CAUSEWAY. 

When the table and the siesta had been duly enjoyed they 
strolled leisurely along the shore and saw scattered profusely 
about for three-quarters of a mile pieces of pottery, marble, 
porphyry, cement and alabaster. At one point they thought 
there must have been at some period of time a manufactory 
of earthen ware. At two points not far apart were many 
broken columns, fragments of Roman mosaics, Corinthian 
capitals and statues pitifully mutilated, all sad proofs that 
iconoclasts and vandals had been upon the ground. The ap- 
pearance of quanties of lava similar to that found near Vesu- 
vius and JEtn3 gave rise to the enquiry, " Whence came this 
lava .' Was it brought here for building purposes, or was it 
thrown up here from the bowels of the earth .'" According to 
a local tradition the island was originally joined here to the 
main land, from which it was separated by an earthquake. The 
strait separating the island from the continent was about a 
sixteenth of a mile wide in its narrowest place where were visi- 
ble the ruins of a bridge or causeway still used by the natives 
in calm weather. Some small vessels are usually near searching 
for sponges or fish and they are ready to carry passengers and 
baggage back and forth. 

ATLANTIDE — IRRIGATION OF THE DESERT. 

On their returning to the fort, which it hardly need be said, 
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bears but slight resemblance to a European or an American 
fort, taking seats upon a commanding point, the visitors had 
an extensive view of the country and a conversation ensued 
that is readily recalled. A strong northwest wind (Boreas), 
contributed to their personal comfort and compelled the sail- 
ors aboard a half dozen lishing smacks near by to furl their 
sails and suspend their labors. The governor's telescope was 
adjusted and by its aid Gabes could be distinctly seen in a 
westerly direction and near by were the camps of General 
Haider who had recently come from the Gereed where he had 
been to collect the annual revenues and was then awaiting 
contributions from some neighboring tribes. Such were the 
usual tax collectors in the outposts of the regency and it is 
reasonable to believe that they spent their full quota of the 
revenues they collected. 

Maps that were at hand were examined and the scanty 
knowledge which any of the company possessed in regard to 
the geography and history of that region was then in demand, 
Secretary Mariano and the Catholic priest joined freely in the 
conversation. The governor, too, did his best to entertain the 
company and contribute to their stock of information. He 
had heard the tradition that northwestern Africa was once an 
island, bounded on the west by the Atlantic, on the north and 
east by the Mediterranean and on the south by a strait whose 
eastern extremity was a point in the gulf of Gabes just north 
of the present city of Gabes. The governor believed this tra- 
dition to be founded in truth and assigned as a reason for his 
beUef the existence of depressions in the earth's surface 
called sebkas which are wet during a part of the year, and ex- 
tending in a southwesterly direction designated, as he con- 
ceived, the bed of the strait that once connected the Syrtis 
Minor with the Atlantic ocean. 
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The sebkas referred to by the governor are laid down on 
a large map of the country that was drawn by an able and 
accomplished French engineer. The writer was impressed 
at the time with the plausibility of this theory. It fulfills the 
conditions of the famous Atlantide of Plato, and suggests 
the idea of reopening this strait as a means of irrigating a 
portion of the Great Desert. 

CYRENE AND ITS RUINS, 

Among the topics discussed upon the tower of the Fort 
was ancient Cyrene, which subject was suggested by a 
casual remark about the site of the Arae Philasnorum, which 
was once the landmark or boundary line between Carthage 
and Cyrenaica. As the writer manifested interest in the 
subject, making enquiries in regard to the distance and char- 
acter of the celebrated ruins of Cyrene, the governor prof- 
fered the requisite facilities for visiting that region, adding 
that he was instructed by His Highness, the Bey, to do his 
utmost for the pleasure and gratification of his guest. On 
subsequently stating these facts to the Secretary of State, 
Mr. Seward, during an evening spent by special invitation 
at the latter's house in company with the minister of the 
Italian government, the writer was gently reproved for not 
availing himself of so good an opportunity of seeing that 
historic region and making known his observations upon 
the ground. But though he seemed near Cyrene, he was, 
according to the best information to be had, several days' 
journey distant from it. Whether he had gone by land or 
by sea, he would have had many inconveniences to encoun- 
ter, and would have been liable to a reprimand from the 
Department of State for unauthorized absence from his post. 
The site of Cyrene is in the Turkish province of Tripoli, 
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east of the city of Tripoli, from which point an exploring 
party might readily reach it. 

Fixing their gaze upon the opposite shore, the company 
indulged in reflections on scenes that had been enacted and 
events that had occurred in that region. Along that shore 
was for more than twenty centuries a great highway con- 
necting the east and the west. Major Noah says in his 
Book of Travels, that while he was Consul at Tunis in 1815 
the United States Consul at Tripoli sent a messenger to him 
by that shore-land route, and the writer has conversed with 
persons who have gone this way from Tunis to Alexandria. 
The old beaten track is still occasionally, though rarely, pur- 
sued by pilgrims to and from Mecca. That route had been 
traversed at various periods by caravans and by armies of 
Pagans, Christians and Mussulmans, and not far away was 
fought the last battle for the maintenance of the cross in 
that part of Africa, History^not scenery — was of special 
interest. The sky was clear, the breezes refreshing and the 
view extensive. But the eager gaze was not repaid. No 
grassy lawns, towering trees or pleasing landscapes were 
there. No picturesque dwellings or indications of human 
enterprise and activity could be descried. Instead thereof 
was a vast sandy plain with, at most, a half dozen miserable 
huts along the shore, which huts, if used at all, were but the 
temporary abode of poor fishermen. It was a scene of deso- 
lation, causing the beholders a feeling of sadness rather than 
of pleasure. 

HARVESTING — AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 

Descending from the tower, they returned to El Souk by 
a different route, with the view of extending their observa- 
tions over another part of the island. Date palm and olive 
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trees were scattered over the surface, giving a somewhat 
cheerful and picturesque appearance to the country. Here 
and there were gardens with grapevines and apricot, orange, 
lemon and other tropical trees and plants. Men, women 
and children were seen harvesting wheat and barley in a 
primitive way. They used clumsy knives, rude pieces of 
iron, and even their fingers, instead of sickles and reaping 
machines. Each harvester had a basket in which was care- 
fully packed each head of grain, and instead of flails and 
threshing machines, the old Hebrew threshing floor with all 
its waste was still in vogue. The wheat and barley harvest 
that year was pitifully small. There was an opportunity to 
observe the scarcity and inferiprity of vegetables, as well as 
the abundance, variety and excellence of fruits. Very few 
cattle were seen, and the few that were seen were of an 
inferior order, probably on account of the scarcity of grass. 
Sheep and goats were numerous and reasonably cheap. 
Goats were highly prized for their milk, and their meat was 
eaten by the poorer classes. Sheep were prized for their 
wool, meat and milk. Of their milk little cheeses were made, 
resembling those extensively manufactured of goats' milk in 
Switzerland. Camels and donkeys were much employed by 
the poorer classes, while horses and mules belonged rather 
to the aristocracy, the horse being, as in ancient Carthage, 
both the emblem and the instrument of war, though mules 
are preferred, by the ruling class, for the saddle and carriage. 
Several beautifully whitened mosques and synagogues were 
passed, and some cordial greetings were received from rude 
villagers and workmen along the way. 

THE ISRAELITES AT GERBA. 

Of the Bey's six thousand Jewish subjects on the island 
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of Gerba, a majority dwell in the Jewish quarters of Mussul- 
man villages, and the rest live in villages *by themselves. 
The lines of separation between Mussulmans and Jews were 
less marked on the island of Gerba than in other parts of the 
regency. Jews observed without molestation or constraint 
their peculiar rites and ceremonies. Passing through two 
of their villages on his way from Fort Cantara to El Souk, 
the Consul saw nothing there, and he saw nothing elsewhere 
during his residence at Tunis to convince him that the Jew- 
ish code is especially calculated to elevate humanity. 
Neither Judaism nor Moslemism, nor a dominant hierarchy 
or sect of any kind is the great desideratum, but such impar- 
tial justice as, according to Virgil, Phoenicial Dido promised 
iEneas in the hope of securing his favor, might awaken hope 
in these people and lead to a better state of things : — 

" Ttos Tyriusque mihi nullo discrimlne agelur." 

The Trojan and the Tyrian will be treated alike by me. 

A clannish rather than a manly spirit is too often engen- 
dered by these rival hierarchies, and thus much harm is 
unwittingly done to the cause of progress, reform and good 
government. 

A noteworthy fact was stated to the Consul by Mariano, 
the Jewish secretary of the consular agent. In the rebellion 
of 1864, of which the Consul had much knowledge from per- 
sonal observation, several fanatical Mussulmans on this 
island, breaking away from the restraints imposed upon them 
by the Bey's government, threatened infidels with slaughter, 
and began committing depredations upon unprotected Jews. 
Sidi Mustapha, the venerable Mussulman patriarch of the 
island, showed himself on that occasion the man that he was. 
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He threw his undivided influence against such base conduct, 
receiving undef the protection of the flags of France and 
England scores of poor, persecuted sons of Abraham, as 
well as Christians, and declaring to his co-religionists that 
if they were bent on robbery and slaughter they should 
begin with him. To his decision and energy Jews and 
Christians attributed their escape from serious losses, if not 
from general massacre and ruin. It was knowledge of this 
kind, derived on the ground, that caused regret on learning 
from the writer's immediate successor in ofllice, the Hon. 
Gwynne Harris Heap, that the government at Washington, 
in accordance with a general policy adopted, had caused its 
flag to be removed from the island, and especially from a 
family so worthy to have it in charge. 

GERBAN TEXTILE FABRICS. 

The Consul's fourth morning at Gerba was particularly 
enjoyable. Not a cloud obscured the sky, and though the 
rays of the sun were piercing, the heat was not oppressive, 
tempered, as it was, by a refreshing sea breeze that lasted 
through the day. Mustapha and Ibrahim paid their cus- 
tomary visit, and while Mohammed showed them the Amer- 
ican flag and availed himself of the occasion to magnify the 
honors of his oflUce, the Consul and his friend were occupied 
with their diaries. On their tour over a part of the island 
they carefully examined several establishments for the man- 
ufacture of coverlets, sashes, burnouses and shawls. These 
fabrics were woven on rickety and clumsy hand looms resem- 
bling those of our revolutionary period. The market price 
of the best unwashed wool was from eight to ten cents a 
pound. Successive steps in the business were carefully 
observed. The wool was first washed by the slow hand pro- 
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cess. It was then carded with. home-made cards that looked 
like those formerly used upon New England cattle. It was 
then spun, not with spinning wheels like those used by our 
grandmothers, nor with modern machinery, but with such 
distaffs and spindles as may have been in vogue during the 
infant days of the Jewish race. Spinners were generally 
found walking, standing, or sitting in the bazars. When the 
yarn was spun, it was woven on clumsy looms with reeds and 
shuttles that belong to a past age. The silk was brought to 
the island in a raw state, and after being combined with wool 
and spun, was made into beautiful tinted cloth that was 
much used for burnouses and opera dresses, and- found a 
ready sale in Constantinople, London and Paris. Some of 
this kind of cloth and other fine fabrics of the country were 
sertt by the Bey, through the agency of the Consul, to the 
Department of State at Washington. 

TRADE AND INTERCOURSE. 

The trade of Gerba was chiefly carried on with Sfax and 
Malta by means of sailing vessels going to and from the 
former place once a week and from the latter once a month. 
The governor received the weekly gazette of Tunis, the 
priest some religious journals, and beyond this the stock of 
news was mainly derived from occasional letters, journals 
and visitors. There was scarcely a person on the island who 
could sustain a conversation in the English language, and 
only a few claimed to have a passable acquaintance with the 
French. The Italian and Greek were better understood, 
though they were but imperfectly spoken, and the prevalent 
Arabic dialect was not regarded with favor at Tunis. 
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THE GEREED AND GABES. 

Beginning to feel their isolated condition and solicitous in 
regard to the invalid courier whom they left in Sfax predict- 
ing his own death within twenty-four hours, the visitors an- 
nounced to the governor their desire to depart with the first 
favoring breeze. He replied that he could not consent to their 
leaving him so soon and assured them that there was much 
yet for them to see. Taking them upon the terrace of the 
palace he pointed out delightful views and offered to accom- 
pany them to the Gereed if they would remain another week. 
This excursion, however, required more time than they could 
spare. He pointed out with his telescope Gabes, situated west 
of the gulf of Gabes forty miles distant by water and sixty by 
land via the strait of Cantara. That city consists of several 
contiguous villages, and, being the nearest port to the Gereed 
has some trade with that region though the principal business 
is transacted at Sfax which is and has long been the most im- 
portant seaport in that part of North Africa. The current of 
affairs in that section of country is likely to be changed by 
the completion of a railroad laid out and much of it in running 
order, extending from Bona and Tunis to Gabes. This, it Is 
believed, will in due time become a part of a continuous rail- 
road track connecting the eastern and western sections of 
North Africa. It will bring the great Tunisian Gereed with 
quantities of luscious dates into near relations with an appre- 
ciative world. 

From Gabes to Sfax is two days' journey with an interven- 
ing night usually spent in some Arab hut. The visitors finally 
acceded to the governor's request to wail for the wind to turn 
in their favor. During that interview they brought to his at- 
tention a matter of touching moment. As the result of that 
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conversation several servants were sent to the schooner with 
orders to exercise the Jewish law of extermination on the only 
enemies the visitors recognized in that region. The writer 
noted the pitying eye of the governor as he referred to the 
unequal warfare to be waged, and no doubt the generosity 
and good nature of the foreigners were called in question by 
the natives, who, though they go armed with guns, swords, 
pistols and dirks for encounters with each other, rarely deign 
the least notice of little insects. 



f GLORY A DELUSION. 

At four o'clock, p. m., the Consul, escorted by a squad of 
cavalry, went forth to visit the fort at El Souk and make calls 
arranged in advance. He was repeatedly saluted by Mussul- 
man women in their usual way. After examing various parts 
of the fort he, gave the officers at their special request some 
information in regard to American forts, iron-clad ships and 
improved fire-arms. No topic so much interested these people 
as implements and engines of war and death. While he failed 
to interest them in those agricultural and mechanical arts that 
pertain to the life and well-being of the entire human family, 
he witnessed a glow of enthusiasm whenever he spoke, as he 
repeatedly did speak at their special, request about American 
fire-arms and other means of human destruction and misery. 
Not heeding, and probably not knowing the saying: — "They 
that take the sword shall perish with the sword," they seemed 
like the Jewsof old, to imagine that they would some time arise 
from their lowly condition as men and as a people by means of 
military power. In this respect they seemed to be victims of 
a fatal delusion ; and yet the enquiry will be forced on some 
minds whether they were really more deluded than some en- 
lightened and nominally Christian people and nations that 
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make military display their pastime and regard instruments 
of human butchery as their glory and safeguard. The Mussul- 
man population of Tunisia have acquired their war spirit by a 
due course of training. Their country has been the theatre of 
wars from time immemorial. Indeed, they scarcely know how 
to attain any great good except through the use of deadly 
weapons. They are reminded of their duty as warriors every 



time they look at their coat of arms in which the emblem of 
their faith — the crescent — is upon the hilt of daggers and 
battle-axes, can hardly fail to attract their attention. 

The Bey needed a well-organized and efficient police force 
for the execution of the laws of his realm. Instead, however, 
of putting forth his energies to supply this need, he conceived 
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the idea of obtaining great advantages by military force. In- 
fluenced doubtless by designing men and by the example of 
certain European rulers, he undertook to raise and maintain 
an expensive army and navy. To obtain the requisite number 
of soldiers and sailors he forced many young men to enter his 
service on merely nominal pay. He thus caused disaffection ' 
among his subjects, and some parents were led to adopt clan- 
destine measures to prevent the degradation of their sons. 
He employed military instructors from abroad. He spent large 
sums of money most of which went out of the country, for 
arming, equipping and sustaining his army and navy, and thus 
went on taxing or pillaging his subjects and contracting 
debts until his credit was lost and his resources were ex- 
hausted. One effect of his policy was to multiply the num- 
ber of men who delight in military titles and in expensive 
military displays. He looked more carefully after his army 
and navy than after branches of industry that would enrich 
his state and improve the condition of his people. 

Only a few weeks after the power of the monitor had been 
demonstrated in American waters, the Bey had, in a large 
room connected with his dock-yard at the Goletta, not only 
a picture of that vessel, but a model of it, and an explanation 
of its construction and of its complicated machinery. On 
the 26th day of June, 1863, the writer, having just arrived 
at that port, spent more than an hour (while the mercury 
was at 120° Fahrenheit) in looking over the model re- 
ferred to above and in listening to explanations of it from 
the Bey's chief engineer. The Bey set his heart on having 
at the Goletta powerful engines of warfare like the monitor. 
Repeated conversations showed the bent of his mind, and to 
this end he invited the writer, who accompanied his em- 
bassy to this country in 1865, to take letters of credit on a 
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banking house in Paris and to purchase in the United States 
two ships of war. The invitation was unhesitatingly de- 
clined, both because the Consul was bound by his oath of 
office to have no commercial transactions, and because he 
could not lend his countenance to a measure that seemed to 
him fraught with mischief. The navy which the Bey then 



had was drawing hard upon his treasury without any com- 
mensurate advantage. The project received no further 
attention except that it was unofficially reported to the 
assistant Secretary of State at Washington, the Hon. Fred- 
erick W. Seward. 
The portrait of a Husseinite prince in a zouave costifme 
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illustrates a kind of royalty and an order of character well 
known in the effete monarchies of the old world. Tunis 
had its full share of princes, who did little to replenish the 
treasury from which they drew their support. 

THE TOWER OF SKULLS. 

It was a sad satisfaction to look upon the spot where a 
conically shaped pile of human skulls, commonly called The 
Tower of Skulls, stood for nearly three centuries. The pic- 
ture of this barbaric monument is still found in one history 
of the island. In 1560 many thousand Spanish soldiers, 
under the command of Don Alvar De Sande were here 
slaughtered by Mussulmans, and subsequently their skulls 
were collected together and piled above each other, forming 
a white tower, to be seen for miles around, — the terror ot 
Christians and the pride and boast of Mussulmans. But at 
length public sentiment became so changed that permission 
was obtained from Ahmed Bey in 1846 for the Catholic 
Bishop of Tunis to deposit the bones of those Spanish sol- 
diers in the Christian cemetery of the island. 

On the return the cavalry mustered on the Square in front 
of the palace for review. They performed a variety of evo- 
lutions and manceuvres, including curious feats of horseman- 
ship and legerdemain, and at the end of the exercises the 
governor turned to the Consul for an expression of admira- 
tion which he could hardly withhold, though he would have 
liked better seeing those men engaged in some productive 
industry. 

A TERPSICHOREAN ENTERTAINMENT. 

While taking notes during the evening, the visitors heard 
music in the distance, and soon a band of music appeared 
uiffl^r their windows, playing airs which could hardly fail to 
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attract their attention. When at length the numerous com- 
pany was seen entering the palace, in consideration of the 
rude character of these musicians, Mohammed was instructed 
to keep them out of the Consul's apartment. They, how- 
ever, made no attempt to enter there, but took possession 
of a hall on the other end of the palace, where the visitors 
were soon invited to take seats with the governor. The 
entertainment consisted of solos, duets, quartets and cho- 
ruses. To the noise of six instruments many voices were 
occasionally joined with pleasing effect. The airs were gen- 
erally of a plaintive character and rather monotonous. The 
music was less jubilant than the negro melodies of. America, 
yet the Gerbans are like the negroes in coming fully under 
the influence of music. Plaintive strains produced tranquil- 
Jity, while the livelier airs seemed to set them in motion, as 
it were by electricity. The voices joined with instruments, 
not boisterously, as is usual among the ruder classes in Amer- 
ica, but with delicate trills and inflections. The chief dancer 
and leading actor was paid as a soldier, though he served as 
the governor's buffoon. In some of the dances he was dressed 
as an Arab woman, and with veiled face carried on a variety 
of flirtations. He possessed remarkable power of imitation 
and great freedom of movement together with skill as a ven- 
triloquist. In playing the Gerba washerwoman, he acted his 
part admirably, soaping, rubbing, wringing and hanging out 
the clothes. All his movements seemed to be regulated by 
the instrumental music to which his falsetto voice was occa- 
sionally joined with marked effect. 

A GERBAN HADJI. 

The second part in the play was performed by a sedate look- 
ing hadji — a Mecca pilgrim, whose punctilious devotions and 
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air of sobriety the visitors had witnessed for several days and 
were thus ill-prepared for his strange demonstration of jollity 
and diabolism. Every musical instrument seemed at his com- 
mand. He sang, danced, and played tricks upon every man 
he dared approach, mimicking men and women, saints and 
devils. The lower and more indelicate his allusions the better 
pleased the company seemed. 

A MOORISH BALL. 

It is not proposed to describe the various scenes that were 
enacted.. From what has been said some idea may be gained 
of a Moorish ball. It is an entertainment that is patronized 
by the ^lite of the land. Whether it was introduced there by 
the Moors who came from Spain and have monuments in the 
city of Tunis, is not known to the writer. It resembles a thea- 
tre or an opera more than a European or American ball. It is, 
however, unlike a theatre or an opera in one important re- 
spect. Females are virtually and effectively excluded from it 
as the publicity and exposure there required are regarded as 
inconsistent with purity. Besides the Moorish ball at Gerba 
the writer witnessed one such scene among the notables at 
Tunis, and one several years before in a city on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean, and he has been informed that 
similar scenes have been enacted in Tunisian tents in Paris 
and were enacted in the city of Philadelphia in 1876. The 
music, dances and plays were perhaps different, but the sev- 
eral entertainments were essentially the same. All were 
characterized by a depraved taste that would not have been 
countenanced or tolerated if both sexes had been represented 
in the company. The writer's observations in that country 
served to confirm a sentiment long entertained by him in 
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favor of the co-education of the sexes in religious and edu- 
cational institutions as well as in the family. 

Moorish balls are usually gotten up as an expression of grat- 
itude to God and of goodwill to men, and thus have a religious 
significance. They are generally introduced in connection 
with nuptial celebrations. In certain cases the expense is 
borne as a thank-offering to God, for a successful business 
enterprise or for a remarkable escape from misfortune and 
death. One occasion of the latter kind occurred a short time 
before the Consul's visit to Gerba. The Bey's Prime Minister 
at that time, General Mustapha Khasnadar, came near losing 
his life by the upsetting of his carriage. This accident caused 
him serious indisposition. On his recovery the minister re- 
sorted to his favorite mosque for devotion and thanksgiving, 
and spent money profusely to amuse the multitude with the 
music, dancing and buffoonery of a Moorish ball. To appreciate 
this case, it must be borne in mind that this high official was 
one of the most accomplished men in the regency. A Christian 
Greek by birth, a Tunisian Mussulman by education, he pos- 
sessed a power of discrimination, a readiness of wit and a 
shrewdness which made him long a man of marked influence 
and standing in the regency. 

THE RELIGION OF BARBARV. 

Mohammedanism and Judaism, as exemplified in Barbary, 
are essentially material, and the Roman Catholic Church (the 
Protestant being scarcely known), has, thus far, failed to coun- 
teract this tendency. Religion is regarded mainly from a 
dogmatic standpoint. Mussulmans reverence the Koran offer- 
ing prayers, calling to prayers and punctiliously observing 
fasts and feasts. Jews stick to the Talmud and keep the let- 
ter of the law. Christians, possessing more intelligence under 
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the guidance of their priests, are keen sophists rather than 
honest, right-minded men. 

In the observance of their respective ntes,the grand mufti, 
the grand rabbi, and the bishop of the Roman Catholic Church 
seemed to vie with each other in the display of their peculiar 
ceremonies and robes of office. Even a worthy missionary of 
the Church of England (Rev. WiHiara Fenner, of blessed 
memory), followed the fashion of the place. He wore a sur- 
plice at funerals in private houses and a four-cornered cap of 
prescribed pattern in funeral processions. How far pertina- 
cious displays of peculiar rites and ceremonies subserve the 
cause of vital religion is an inquiry that may well be asked in 
a country or a community where there is much need of coop- 
erative effort for the cause of humanity. This inquiry is sug- 
gested in no carping spirit. Having summered and wintered 
with Tunisian Mussulmans, Jews and Christians, the writer 
would do himself injustice did he not speak appreciatively of 
many worthy men of each of these faiths whom he has inti- 
mately known. He, however, liked and respected them, de- 
spite their peculiar dogmas, rather than by virtue of them. 

Tunisian Mussulmans and Jews are not unlike religionists 
elsewhere. Some of them are orthodox and some of them 
are heterodox. Some are conservative and some are radical. 
Some contend for the letter of " Holy Writ," while others 
regard mainly the spirit. General Hashem, who was an 
orthodox Mussulman, hesitated (at first refused) to enter the 
chapel of Bronn University, because espying, as he ap- 
proached the door, a bust that was back of the pulpit, (the 
bust of Nicholas Brown, who gave name to the University), 
he would not countenance what seemed to him image or 
man worship. Influenced by similar scruples, he refused 
to accept from Governor James Y. Smith, of Providence, 
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elegant bronze alto-rilievo likenesses of Washington and Lin- 
coln, as a present to His Highness the Bey. When these 
matters were told to the Bey, he replied : " Sidi Hashem 
may have scruples. I have none. I am an admirer of the 
fine arts, and especially delight in monuments and memo- 
rials of good men." 

The Mussulmans and Jews of Tunis are very reverential 
and of a religious nature. They dislike caviling or trifling 
in regard to religion. Mussulmans are communicative when 
approached in the spirit of the Sermon on the Mount and of 
the Golden Rule. There is ample opportunity for personal 
effort in this way. But the experiment of trying to proselyte 
them, and thus huild up one hierarchy on the ruins of an- 
other, is not very encouraging. Roger Williams's " lively 
experiment" is better worth trying. 

IMPROVED MANUFACTURING MACHINERY. 

The Consul's fifth day was devoted to calls and to looking 
through bazars and factories. Improved machinery was not 
only not desired, but was denounced as injurious, and its 
introduction was forcibly resisted. A Frenchman who 
brought there, a few years before this visit, some modern 
spindles and looms, was subjected by the islanders to serious 
loss of property. Weavers were receiving at that time from 
ten to forty cents a day, according to their skill and industry, 
and they resisted to a man the introduction of labor-saving 
machinery through fear that it would affect unfavorably their 
wages. At one of the factories Ibrahim and the governor 
requested the Consul to accept as a present a bright-colored 
and elegantly wrought coverlet just from the looms. This 
was an occasion requiring care to avoid, on the one hand 
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incurring obligation by recci\ing a gift, and, on the other, 
to avoid giving offence by refusing it. 



MfSSULJiAN" HONESn-. 

It is often said that Mussulmans are more honest than 
Christians, and the writer has been repeatedly requested to 
confirm or refute this saying. There is certainly a striking 
difference between their manners and customs and those 
of Christians of the present day. In Mussulman countries 
business is carried on to a great extent without written con- 
tracts. Diamonds, jewels and articles of great value are put 
into the hands of poor, ragged brokers, and thus exposed to 
view are sent through the bazars for sale. Stores are often 
left open and unguarded, and the locks and bolts in general 
use would tax but little the ingenuity of our professional 
burglars or our locksmiths. Still little or no harm results 
from these practices, which no one would dare introduce 
into Christian countries of the present day. The conclusion 
is then drawn that Mussulmans are more honest than Chris- 
tians. This statement, which is often made with a show of 
candor and fairness, is worthy of careful consideration. 

The honesty and fair dealing of orthodox Mussulmans are 
too often confined to men of their faith and mode of think- 
ing. These people are like some other religionists who 
regard themselves as the saints of the earth, the heirs of 
heaven, and by divine right the proprietors of this fair 
domain. For them to rob and plunder each other would be 
a heinous crime. On the other hand, for them to take active 
measures for the extension and upbuilding of their kingdom 
is a manifest duty. With this mode of reasoning, Moham- 
med employed (like many Christian rulers since his day,) 
fire and sword to establish and perpetuate his authority, and 
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the corsairs under his successors in office roamed for cen- 
turies over the Mediterranean, robbing, plundering, kidnap- 
ping, enslaving and murdering infidels (i. e. Christians and 
Jews), and they might have continued such demonstrations 
of their saintly office to this day but for checks put upon 



them by the combined powers of the civilized world. Mus- 
sulmans appear to good advantage in their own circles, as do 
some Christians, who give for missionary, humane, or scien- 
tific objects money which really belongs to their creditors. 

The writer would gladly believe that honesty is specially 
exemplified by Mussulmans. But the best Mussulmans of 
his acquaintance claimed for their co-religionists no such 
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distinction. His friends Generals Hashem, Hussein, Kere- 
dein, and other like worthy representative men of their faith, 
often spoke to him in mournful terms of the fallen and de- 
moralized condition of their people. 

The likeness of General Hussein illustrates an order of 
character and manhood of the better class. His essay on 
Tunisian slavery, addressed to the American Consul in 1863, 
was printed in pamphlet form in the Arabic and French lan- 
guages, and was translated into English and printed by the 
Department of State at Washington, It drew forth from the 
Hon. Charles Sumner a very complimentary letter. 

Were honesty — such honesty as is inculcated by the 
Golden Rule — a distinguishing trait of their character, Mus- 
sulmans would be less distrustful of each other. They would 
not so generally go armed for mutual encounters, nor would 
they so numerously seek protection under Christian flags. 
If their character be scrutinized it will be found very defec- 
tive. Tricky and dishonest Mussulman merchants are not 
rare. Robbery and violence are by no means prevented. 
Life and property are very far from being safe in Mussulman 
countries. Prevailing ignorance leads to superstition; super- 
stition to fanaticism, and fanaticism to general insecurity. 

The writer is then far from believing that the manners 
and customs referred to are the result of genuine honesty, 
or of a higher order of character. Pistols and daggers are 
efficient agents in the transaction of business as In domestic 
affairs in Mussulman countries. Whoever does not wish to 
be shot or stabbed unwarned should not offend. If Mussul- 
mans were generally possessed of the noble virtue attributed 
to them, they would, in the opinion of the writer, take such 
a position in the scale of humanity and of nations as has not 
yet fallen to their lot. They have, however, some virtues of 
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which Christians may well take note. They bear with pa- 
tience the ills of life. Having, like some early New England 
Calvinists, a realizing sense of an ever-present, personal God, 
and believing in special providences, they submit, without 
repining or murmuring, to what they understand to be the 
Divine Will, and thus result some interesting traits of char- 
acter illustrated as follows : The late Bey of Tunis removed 
on the last day of October, 1862, from his summer palace, 
built out into the sea at the Goletta. The next day that 
palace and its valuable and highly-prized contents were com- 
pletely destroyed by the mountain waves of the sea that 
broke upon them. When the sad catastrophe was announced 
to him, the Bey remained silent for a while. Then pointing 
and looking upward, he spoke in gentle and measured tones, 
as follows : "Thank God for this minor misfortune. It has 
probably come to save me from a greater one." The Consul 
once expressed sympathy with one of his dragomans on the 
death of a child. The reply was : "Why do you speak so, 
Mr. Consul.' The good God knows what is best." No 
attempt was made to console this dragoman when, at a later 
date, he lost his wife. 

Mussulmans seem to have a pervading consciousness of 
the wisdom and power of God. If the rain falls when it is 
needed to produce good crops, they say, " God is raining 
down gold." If the sun comes out after a storm, " God is 
smiling upon the earth." If sickness, suffering, disappoint- 
ment or misfortune befall them, it is all sent by God for 
their good. Their God is a Mighty Sovereign rather than a 
Heavenly Father. 

They are often represented as fatalists. They are fatalists 
in the same way as were the old Calvinists and as are some 
Christians to-day. The common remark that they are born 
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with their eyes on the backs of their heads indicates a trait 
of character that prevents progress and reform. The habit 
of looking backward instead of forward is a cause of trouble 
among themselves as well as to their neighbors. Thus far 
the conservatives have carried the day, though the radicals 
have made a good fight, led on by worthy men. 

One difference between Mussulmans and Christians results 
from their different usages and education. Instead of going 
into a church one day in a week, and listening to a sermon 
and joining in a prayer, they devoutly turn their faces 
towards Mecca and say their prayers five times a day and 
seven days in a week the year through. If a mosque is at 
hand, they enter it and go through with their devotional exer- 
cises as if God only were their witness. In conclusion, while 
some persons may not believe that Mussulmans are more 
honest than Christians, all will concede that they have some 
sterling virtues as well as some pitiful and degrading vices. 

A SERENADE — AMERICAN AIRS. 

In the evening there was another musical entertainment. 
About ten o'clock the band, accompanied by several persons 
bearing lanterns, appeared on the square in front of the 
palace, playing "Hail Columbia." The visitors of course 
appreciated the compliment, and were soon consulted as to 
what other pieces would be acceptable. But the only other 
American air played was "Yankee Doodle." The music was 
kept up, after the fashion of the countr\, more than an hour. 
The strangeness of the place, the grotesqueness of the com- 
pany, and the darkness of the night, made more striking by 
the lanterns, lent a peculiar interest to the occasion. But 
while the visitors preferred this to the Moorish ball, it was 
apparent that the multitude did not take their view of the 
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matter. The music occasioned no such demonstrations of 
ecstatic delight as were manifested when the music was 
accompanied with dancing and acts of questionable propriety. 

CLIMATE — NO GRASSY LAWNS. 

The sixth and seventh mornings at Gerba were perfect in 
their way. It was pleasant to gaze at the tall and stately 
palm trees and at the vast expanse of land and water, and to 
breathe the pure and exhilarating breezes direct from the sea. 
The weather was represented to be thus delightful during 
the summer months, though now and then a scorching breath 
might come from the desert. No serious discomfort from 
heat was experienced during the week's sojourn on the island. 
Whether without or within doors, the visitors were ever 
ready to exclaim, " How agreeable is this sea breeze ! " But 
they missed the grassy lawns to which they were accustomed 
in their own country, and to protect their eyes from the 
glaring light of the sun they found it prudent to wear col- 
ored glasses. 

THE RITE OF ClkCUMCISION. 

Friday and Saturday, earnestly desiring that some favor- 
ing breeze might arise to waft them homeward, they con- 
sulted weather prophets, who, though ever at hand, are 
wholly unlike those found at the Signal Office in Washing- 
ton. On the former morning the cavalry escort arrived, 
causing the visitors to get ready for their departure. But 
the governor dissuaded them from what he termed the folly 
of attempting to sail against an adverse wind. Their time, 
however, did not drag. Plans were laid for their amusement 
and instruction. The bazars were again visited. Calls were 
returned. Other manufacturing establishments were looked 
over. Additional statistics were furnished in regard to vari- 
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ous branches of industry, and it being the Mussulman Sab- 
bath, the rite of circumcision was performed on two boys, 
respectively six and seven years old, A formal invitation 
was received through the governor for the Consul to honor 
the ceremony by his presence. Having witnessed repeated 
ceremonies of that kind and found them divested of becom- 
ing solemnity by the noise and vulgarity of a crowd of 
attendants, be begged to be excused from going. His com- 
panion, however, accompanied the governor, and returned 
with a report in accord with his own observations. While 
Jews always perform this rite when the boy is eight days 
old, Mussulmans are comparatively indifferent in regard to 
the time. No person is, however, reckoned a satnt until he 
has been circumcised. Neighbors and friends flock in on 
such occasions, many attracted, no doubt, by the feast that 
follows the ceremony. Some sing psalms and some keep up 
a brisk conversation till the operation is over, when a glass 
full of wine is thrown and broken upon the floor, and a fright- 
ful yell is raised, reminding one more of an Indian powwow 
or of bedlam itself than of a religious rite, and the cries of 
the children sometimes add to the disagreeableness of the 
occasion. 

FEATS OF LEGERDEMAIN — HORSES. 

For about two hours on Saturday were witnessed on the 
Parade extraordinary manoeuvres of the cavalry and feats of 
legerdemain. A company of fifty or sixty horsemen first paid 
the governor and his suite the honor of a salute, and then 
took a stand to guard or witness the exercises that were to 
follow in the centre of the square each side being lined by 
spectators. Six horsemen started at a given signal a sixteenth 
of a mile distant on a race for the palace Keeping abreast 
and moving two by two they leaned over and touched each 
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other's heads while their horses were at full speed and just 
before reaching the goal they discharged their guns simulta- 
neously and then swung them over their heads with an air of 
triumph as their horses turned around. This manceuvre or 
feat of legerdemain was performed probably twenty times 
by various sets of horsemen who were applauded by the muL 
tidue of spectators according to the exactitude of their move- 
ments. The scene was enlivened by music which seemed to 
possess a regulating and controlling power. Horses and riders 
were decked out like circus performers and their movements 
reminded the visitors of scenes enacted by Indians in the far 
West. These men and their horses were most of them reared 
among the Atlas mountains. They performed valiant deeds 
in the rebellion of 1864, some of them against the govern- 
ment and some for it. The horses were nimble and fond of 
play. They occasionally leaped forward and sideways as if 
their object were to throw their riders. Horses in North Af- 
rica are generally treated with much familiarity and confi- 
dence, while dogs and cats are shown but little favor and they 
usually merit as little as they receive. The carriage and sad- 
dle horses when stopped for lunch were stripped of their har- 
nesses or saddles and set at liberty. They never ran away, 
but exercised their limbs, rolled upon the grass or sand and 
then came about the carriage asking for provender. The 
horses, though well domesticated will not compare with those 
found in parts of Europe and America where skill and enter- 
prise unite in bringing forward the best breeds of animals for 
speed, strength and the uses to which they are to be devoted. 



: BUSINESS. 

The Greek merchant Cutillano, who gave the European ball 
above described, was the agent of a wealthy company that 
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leased of the Bey the exclusive right of taking sponges and 
fish from the waters about the island of Gerba and gave em- 
ployment to about five hundred men. Sponges are found at- 
tached to corals, soft rocks and gravel and are fished up by 
means of hooks made for that purpose. The summer is the 
best time to get sponges as in spring and autumn they are 
often covered with sea-weed. They vary in price according to 
size and quality. On being fished up they are washed, 
bleached, dried and pressed, and are ordinarily sold by 
weight. Coarse sponges are extensively used in the country, 
it being the habit of families of the better class to have their 
floors sjxjnged each morning during the dry season with salt 
water as a means of exterminating insects and securing neat- 
ness and comfort. Sponges of the best quality are found 
most abundant in the province of Tripoli near Bengazi. 

INDUSTRY AND ITS PROFITS. 

The manufacture of silk and woolen goods being the most 
important branch of industry and source of wealth on the 
island, engaged the Consul's attention from first to last. Go 
where he would, he saw men, women and children occupied 
with some branch of this business. Sitting in the bazars 
were always persons engaged in carding wool, and stand- 
ing or moving leisurely along the streets were spinners 
with distaffs and spindles in hand, while the unmistakable 
sound of shuttles and looms rose from shops on either side. 
He was told that no family on the island was either so rich, 
so poor, or so otherwise occupied as to prevent some of its 
members from assisting in the manufacture of woolen and 
silk goods. Sidi Mustapha thought that about one hundred 
thousand dollars worth of these fabrics was annually exported. 
This seemed to the writer a large estimate, but it is certain 
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that this business furnishes employment to a large proportion 
of the thirty thousand inhabitants of the island, and is a 
source of wealth and comfort. 

GERBA NOT A PARADISE. 

The island of Gerba seems fitted for the abode of a con- 
tented and happy people. With its delightful climate and 
productive soil it would produce, if only fairly treated, abun- 
dant crops. Its waters abound in fish and sponges for domes- 
tic use and exportation. Means of access to the Gereed and 
to civilized parts of the globe are easily secured. Building 
materials are abundant and cheap. There is an ample supply 
of stone, so soft as to be readily cut with edge tools, and lime 
is easily produced. Contrary to prevalent custom in that part 
of the world, the inhabitants live in unwalled villages. Not 
belonging to the straightest sect of their religion, they are 
more tolerant of religious differences and -more free in their 
intercourse with each other than most of the people of the 
regency. The means of material comfort too are quite 
general. Still there are evils that more than counterbalance 
all these advantages. The first evil to be named is ignorance, 
which is to be deprecated as the mother of superstition with 
a multiplicity of other ills ; the second is ambition for mili- 
tary power and display, which is, the writer believes, a more 
prolific source of unhappiness than ignorance itself ; and the 
third, which results from the first two evils combined, is a 
misdirection of energy, disturbing the divine order and dis- 
appointing human hopes. With this state of things it is no 
wonder that Gerba cannot be regarded as a paradise, and 
Americans and Europeans be encouraged to look there for 
the highest realization of their earthly hopes. 
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PARTING ESCORT AND SALUTE. 

Just a week after their arrival on the island, their baggage 
was loaded upon a camel and sent to their place of embarka- 
tion. Twenty gaily dressed horsemen appeared befor the pal- 



ace with a waving flag and a noisy bugle, and at a given signal 
they formed abreast and so marched to the wharf, followed 
hy the governor on his grey charger ; at his right was the 
Consul on Sidi Mustapha's black horse with an Ethiopian ser- 
vant on either side occasionally uttering some outlandish gib- 
berish which Mohammed called expressions of respect and 
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reverence ; at the right of the Consul were his fellow coun- 
tryman and Ibrahim on mules. Then came numerous officials 
and other persons on horses, mules and donkeys, followed by 
a band of music and a throng of servants and loafers on foot. 
Just before reaching the wharf the cavalry dividing opened a 
way and then formed so as to face the guests on either side, 
when suddenly a salute was fired from a cannon near by, 
causing the beasts to leap and dance to the great inconveni- 
ence of their riders. The mule of the Consul's friend played 
his part as on a previous occasion. After parting salutations 
and the pushing off of their boat other salutes were fired and 
amid shouts and waving of flags and handkerchiefs the visit- 
ors were rowed to their schooner a mile from shore. 

MOHAMMED AND HIS ROLE. 

An account of the week spent at Gerba would be incom- 
plete without a special notice of Mohammed, who was the 
Consul's constant attendant and confidential servant. Moham- 
med was born among the Atlas mountains and met there 
some of the companions of his youth. He was tall, stoutly 
built and of courtly bearing, and had, he claimed, the name, 
faith and costume of the Prophet. He has been described in 
one of Dr. Nathan Davis's books. He could speak passably 
Arab, French and Italian, and often served on the island as 
the Consul's interpreter. He had been to Paris and London 
and could tell his fellow countrymen of the wonderful things 
he had seen in those great cities. But his highest claims to 
the respect and honor of numerous dependants arose from the 
fact that he was the purser of the consular party, and there- 
fore responsible for the observance of the usages of the 
country in the distribution of presents. For this last weighty 
reason his acquaintance and favor were highly prized by the 
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natives. He was a great man during that week, but his im- 
portance was most manifest on the eve of his departure. The 
bufiFooti, the hadjt and all persons of their class were then 
eager to pay him their respects. Mohammed was wont to 
receive special honor from Americans who visited Tunis 
on account of his having been the trusted servant of the la- 
mented United States Consul at Tunis, John Howard Payne. 
Mohammed watched over Mr. Payne during his protracted 
sickness and was with^him at the time of bis death, April 9, 
1852. He had the habit of noting petty details about 
which he delighted to talk. Being the servant of the Consul- 
General of America, as he called himself, be magnified his 
office after the fashion of his country. In his eyes, ample . 
stores of provisions were essential to official dignity. And 
thus, as if performing his duty, he gave a minute account of 
the furniture and provisions of the schooner in going from 
Sfaz to Gerba. Besides blankets, rugs, divans and other fur- 
niture, there were on board provisions as follows,: a sheep 
variously cooked ; twenty-five roasted chickens ; scores of 
boiled eggs ; fifty great loaves of bread and a half bushel of 
pastry and confectionery together with a liberal supply of 
fruits, wines, cofiEee and tobacco, all duly packed. 

ARRIVAL AND RECEPTION AT SFAX. 

How the vessel was furnished on its return no one cared to 
know. The voyage lasted about forty hours during a part of 
which time the travelers feared being either left among the 
quicksands of the Syrtis Minor or dashed like Ulysses upon 
the sandy shore. But in proportion to the severity of their 
trials was their joy in getting once more on terra firma. They 
were met in the outer harbor of Sfax by the grand barge be- 
longing to the largest war sfaip of the Tunisian navy and 
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conducted in fine style to the pier which they left nine days 
before. They were rejoiced to learn that the hypochondriacal 
German courier had not died in accordance with his predic- 
tions and that a special carriage had been engaged for his 



comfortable conveyance back to Susa. They were received on 
the pier by the governor of Sfax, the Vice-Consuls and an 
officer of the navy and escorted to their delightful quarters 
on the summit of the hill. 
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EXCHANGE OF COURTESIES. 

It need not be said that the courtesies shown the Consul 
on this official tour were official — not personal. They were 
designed as an expression of gratitude on the part of the Tu- 
nisian government and people for the courtesies shown to the 
embassador of the Tunisian government on his visit to the 
United States. The Bey's embassador. Gen. Hashem, whose 
likeness is on page 38, visited this country during the autumn 
after the close of the War of the Rebellion. He came to ex- 
press congratulations on the establishment of peace and con- 
dolence on the death of President Lincoln. He was cordially 
received and hospitably entertained by our National Govern- 
ment, by State officials and by municipal corporations and 
private citizens. The Bey, together with his people, highly 
appreciated these courtesies and sought an occasion to mani- 
fest gratitude through the accredited representative of the 
United States at his court. In return for his portrait sent to 
our national capital by his embassador, the Bey received 
through the writer of this sketch, then diplomatic and consu- 
lar agent at his court, a copy of the portrait of Washington by 
Trumbull, which is still preserved in one of the Bey's palaces 
■ in company with a group of portraits of European and Otto- 
man sovereigns and Tunisian rulers. By these acts of cour- 
tesy and hospitality, the two countries became better 
acquainted with each other and were brought into more cor- 
dial and intimate relations, some of whose fruits have been 
already enjoyed, and others remain for those American citi- 
zens who shall hereafter visit the site of ancient Carthage 
either for health, pleasure, scientific or historical research or 
for commercial enterprise. 

Two of the Bey's most enlightened and progressive minis- 



^.y Google 



96 AN OFFICIAL TOUR. 

ters of that day were Generals Keredein and Hussein. The 
former is the author of a treatise on Mussulman reform. The 
latter, who is also an author, visited the United States in the 
early part of 1867. Both of these men are reported to have 
been connected for a time with the Government of the Grand 
Sultan. General Hussein's portrait is on page 82. General 
Hashem, whose portrait is on page 38, died near the close of 
1867. His aide. Col. Romero, died about the same time. 
His secretary and interpreter, chevalier Conti is believed to 
be still living. He held a confidential post under the Bey until 
1881, when French influence effected his removal. 

One of the most scholarly men living at Tunis and employed 
a part of the time in the foreign ofllice, was P. V. Carletti. 
He was a Syrian by birth and was educated in the American 
college at Beyroot. His death has just taken place in Brus- 
sels, Belgium, in whose University he was an honored pro- 
fessor. 

THE GERMAN POPULATION 

of Tunis merit more than the passing notice which can here 
be given. Among them were men of mark, such as Dr. 
Nachtigal, who in due course attained eminence as an African 
explorer in the service of the German empire. He prepared 
himself for his exploits in Bornou by faithful service as a sur- 
geon in the Bey's army. He was bom in 1834 and died in 
1885 while discharging his official duties. The portrait which 
is here reproduced was taken at Tunis in 1866. Mr. Merlatto, 
the Consul-General of Austria, had the marked traits of his 
country. A person distinctly recalled as a beardless young 
German, is now a successful banker in New York. One man 
of clear intellect, born and educated in Germany, had lived 
the life of a Mussulman recluse near the capital about half a 
century. He was a hadji and said he enjoyed his devotions, 



mzecDy Google 



GARABALDI S COMPANrONS. 97 

but his appearance did not indicate a high order of manhood. 
Many other interesting men of German extraction are 
readily recalled. 

THE ITALIAN COLONY 

presents a different aspect. Counts RafFo, father and son, 
and Count Bogo held honorable positions in the Tunisian 
government and merited the honors they received. Among 



the merchants were men who had been companions of Gari- 
baldi in some of his famous exploits and enjoyed his confi- 
dence to the last. Fedriani is an honored name. It is to the 
credit of the members of the Italian colony that they estab- 
lished charitable and educational institutions calculated to 
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promote a high order of character and manhood. The wife 
of the actual Consul-General of Italy, Madam Machiavelli, is 
recollected as a young lady pursuing her school studies. 
She is the daughter of an American lady whose family is 
well-known and highly respected in this country. 

Elias Musalli, whose portrait is on page 102, was long an 
interpreter in the foreign office at Tunis, and thus came to 
be well-known by the Consuls, He was born in Egypt and 
received there his early training. Having played a somewhat 
conspicuous part in the affairs of the regency for more than 
a third of a century he has come to be one of its historic 
men. 

A REVOLUTIOX. 

Fifteen years after the tour of observation described in 
this paper, there was a crisis in the affairs of the regency of 
Tunis. The slatus quo could no longer be maintained. The 
Bey had, as already indicated, alienated some of his subjects, 
and international complications had arisen. Fierce passions 
were aroused, and a death struggle ensued, the result of 
which was a political revolution that is, and has been, viewed 
with pain or with pleasure, according to the moral, religious, 
political or national standpoint of the observer. One explan- 
ation, given in 1881, is as follows : "Craft and cunning are 
as characteristic of this country to-day as when it was under 
Carthaginian or Roman rule, or as of Greece in the time of 
Troy, when, according to Virgil, Laocoon, the priest of the 
temple, called out : ' Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.' I fear 
the Greeks even when they are bringing gifts." The coun- 
try is thus represented as causing its own troubles by its 
treacherous conduct. This is but a partial and unsatisfac- 
tory statement. A. M. Broadley, barrister at law, gives in 
his two volumes issued in London, 1882, another explanation. 
His work is entitled, "The Last Punic War." Treachery is 
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charged upon the French, and with too much show of truth. 
Their plans for the capture of this country by what is called 
diplomacy and then by force of arms proved successful. 
But the French are not alone to blame. It is doubtful 
whether their conduct was worse than would have been the 
conduct of other nations in their place. They simply acted 
in accordance with heathenish customs that prevail among 
nations in their dealings with each other Let a style of 
diplomacy prevail that is sanctioned by a well-organized 
international congress, and punica fides will be ruled out of 
court and punic wars will not be known. The criminality of 
war begins to be understood by people of different nation- 
alities, and their rulers will have to give heed to it or be 
driven from their places. 

Mr. Broadley's two very readable volumes contain several 
respectful references to the writer's work about that coun- 
try. In a paragraph (Vol. II., p. 385) entitled, "An Amer- 
ican Prophecy about Tunis," is the following remark : " His 
(Mr. Perry's) note as to the [>oIitical future of the country 
has been so curiously verified that it may be reproduced with 
advantage." Then follows the quotation of two and a half 
pages. 

MARS AS AN INTERNATrONAL ARBITRATOR. 

The question long regarded as of vital interest as to 
whether the Bey of Tunis was an independent ruler or a 
subject of the Grand Sultan, was much discussed during a 
long period of time by diplomatists and civilians, sometimes 
within sight of war ships belonging to different nations. 
This question, with its multifarious issues, was finally and 
without reserve submitted to the arbitrament of Mars, the 
heathen god of war. No earnest effort is known to have 
been made for the settlement of the difficulty by an inter- 
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national congress, or by an appeal to the Christian God of 
Peace. The decision was in accordance with the character 
of the arbitrator, to the effect that the country belonged 
neither to the Bey, nor to the Grand Sultan, but to the 
nation that had at hand the strongest military and naval 



force. Questions of justice, equity or humanity were virtu- 
ally ignored. The contest was, like the old contests between 
Rome and Carthage, fierce and savage, but it was unlike 
them in regard to the length of time required for its settle- 
ment, French arms speedily triumphed. The rulers of 
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Constantinople, London and Rome saw the prey they had 
eagerly watched caught up by the greedy Gallic eagle and 
firmly held in its clutches. Mussulmans, that had borne 
sway in Tunis for many centuries, submitted to a nation they 
had repeatedly treated with scom and indignity. 

A FRENCH PROTECTORATE. 

The regency of Tunis became, by an enforced treaty with 
the French, signed May 12, 1881, a French protectorate. 
Up to that time its political standing had not been definitely 
settled, though a majority of the great [>owers of Europe had 
regarded it as an Ottoman protectorate. At least, suzerainty 
was thought to belong to the Grand Sultan. The French, 
however, for a long time rejected this theory, and, maintain- 
ing that the Sultan had no special rights there, they were 
ready to protect the Bey from what they called foreign 
(i, e., Ottoman) interference. The French were ever at hand 
with their counsel, their money, their flatteries, and above 
all, their menaces with military and naval force. The Bey 
was for a long period often in trouble. The French repeat- 
edly helped him out of one trouble into another, and so the 
affairs of the country went on from bad to worse until the 
change from a nominal Ottoman protectorate to an actual 
French protectorate came about as the result of folly on one 
side, and of conduct unworthy of a great and generous nation 
on the other side. The Bey was allowed by treaty stipula- 
tion to sit upon his ancestral throne as of old. He found, 
however, a different power behind him and before him — a 
nation that had a firm grip — a nation that looks not back- 
ward but forward, and thus represents progress and civiliza- 
tion. The Bey plays, doubtless under instructions, his part 
in the actual government. This arrangement may aid in 
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conciliating Mussulmans, who constitute a large percentage 
of the population, and in harmonizing various discordant 
elements that will be readily understood by examining the 
statistics of the country. But notwithstanding the Beylick 
or regency of Tunis still exists in name, the country is no 
less a French province, and it becomes more and more 
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French and European with the progress of French and 
European ideas and measures. 

Though France succeeded in taking Tunisia without be- 
coming involved in a war with any European power, and 
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though she has been mistress of the country for ten or more 
years, she has a problem before her requiring wisdom and 
statesmanship for its right solution. She took a government 
burdened with debt, a country inhabited by 1,425,000 Mus- 
sulmans, 50,000 Jews, 21,000 subjects of various European 
nations and only 4,000 of her own subjects. Italy is repre- 
sented there at the present time by 10,000 of her subjects, 
and Great Britain by 9,000 of hers. These foreigners own 
one railroad, and control many enterprises that were started 
with the view of redeeming the country from stagnation and 
thraldom. How to bring these diverse races and national- 
ities into working order, and thus promote good citizenship 
and manly character is a problem that may well engage the 
attention of the most gifted statesmen and philanthropists 
of France 

MOHAMMED ES5ADEK BEV, 

the twelfth of the Husseinite family, succeeded to the throne 
of Tunis in 1859. He died Oct. 27, 1882, a little more than 
a year after his humiliation as a Mussulman prince. An 
extended obituary notice of him appeared in several of the 
leading journals of this country on the second morning after 
his death. He was succeeded by his brother Ali, who is 
still the nominal ruler of the country. This is deemed a 
fitting occasion for an expression of honor to the memory 
of the late Mohammed Essadek Bey, whose uniformly cour- 
teous bearing in many trying scenes during more than five 
years' residence at his court is nowpleasantly recalled. His last 
complimentary message to the writer was received through 
our United States Consul, Mr. G. W. Fish, early in 1881. 

Of the four Barbary States — Tripoli, Tunis, Algiers and 
Morocco, of which much was heard at an earlier period of the 
world, the last named, situated in the extreme western part 
of North Africa, is now the only one that has any claims to 
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an independent existence, and how long before this lingering 
representative of the Mussulman faith will share the s^d fate 
of its sister states in becoming a mere appendage to a foreign 
power depends more on the disagreement of European rulers 
than on any inherent strength of its own. 



THE FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRV. 

As Tunisia has shared and is destined to share the general 
interest for the redemption of the "dark continent" from 
bondage and barbarism, it is reasonable to expect that it will 
become in due time pervaded with the spirit of progress that 
is a distinguishing characteristic of Christian civilization; and 
thus come to act a part in history more elevated than that 
enacted under Roman or Carthaginian rule. 
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LIST OF CONSULS OF THE UNITED STATES AT TUNIS. 



An acknowledgement is due to the Department of State at Washing- 
ton for the following statement prepared by the Chief of its Bureau of 
Indexes aod Archives, John H. Haswell, Esq., June 9, 1891. 

Joseph Donaldson, Jr. was commissioned Consul to Tunis and Tri- 
poli, March 28, 1795. He concluded the treaty of peace and amity with 
Algiers of September 5, 1795. 

Joseph Ettienne Famin, served as agent from May 22, 1796, to 
March 26, 1799. He concluded the treaty of peace, friendship, commerce 
and navigation of August, 1797 with Tunis. It was the first treaty negoti- 
ated by the United States with that power. 

William Eaton, of Massachusetts. Commissioned Consul July 10, 
1797. He was empowered December 18, 1798, as a commissioner with 
Richard O'Brien, Consul at Algiers, and James Leander Cathcart, Con- 
sul at Tripoli, to negotiate concerning certain alterations in the treaty of 
August, 1797. The modified treaty was signed by Eaton and Cathcart, 
March 26, 1799. He arrived at Tunis, March 12, and presented his cre- 
dentials as commissioner, March 15, 1799. Immediately after signing the 
treaty he assumed charge of the consulate, relieving Mr. Famin. Mr. 
Eaton left post March 10, 1803, placing Dr. George Davis in charge, with 
the sanction of Commodore Morris. He continued in charge until Au. 
gust 7, 1805, when he was succeeded by Dr. James Dodge. 

James Dodge, Surgeon of the U. S. S. Constitution, appointed by 
Commodore Rodgers to take charge of affairs at Tunis, August 15, 1S05. 
He was presented August zi, 1805. He died at post October 10, 1S06. 

Charles D. Cole, of New Jersey. Officer of Marines U. S. brig 
Hornet. Left by Capt, Dent in charge December 10, 1806. Instructed by 
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Consul-General Lear at Algiers, February 17, 1807, to take charge until 
the pleasure of the President should be known. Retired December 24, 
1814. On November 7, 1825, he was commissioned Consul at Tripoli. 

MoRDBCAi M. Noah, of Pennsylvania. Commissioned Consul March 

20, 1813. Arrived at post December 16, 1814- Presented credentials De- 
cember 24, 1S14. Left post about October i, 1815. 

Thomas Dixon Anderson, of Pennsylvania. Commissioned Consul 
May 10, 1815. Announced arrival at post December 18, 1813. Left post 
January 2, 1818, placing Charles Folsom in charge who was relieved Oc- 
tober 19, 1819. 

TowNSEND Stith, of Virginia. Commissioned Consul March 3, 1819. 
Assumed charge October 20, 1819, Retired about August 23, 1823. 

Samuel D. Heap. Arrived December 15, 1823, having been appointed 
by Conusul-General Shaler at Algiers. Heap retired December 13, 1824. 
He signed the supplemental treaty of peace, friendship, commerce and 
navigation of February 24, 1824. 

Charles D. Coxe, of New Jersey. Commissioned Consul January 

21, 1824. Assumed chaise December 13, 1S24, when he was presented. 
He retired December 27, 1826, having been appointed Consul at Tripoli. 

Samuel D. Heap, of Pennsylvania. Commissioned Consul Novem- 
ber?, 1825. Arrived at post December 27, 1826. Retired February 14, 

I84J. 

William B. Hodgson, of District of Columbia. Commissioned Con- 
sul September 21, 1841. Assumed charge February 14. 1842. Left post 
about May i, 1842, and resigned in London, July 3, 1S42. He placed W. 
R. B. Gale in charge, who was relieved May 13, 1843. 

John Howard Pavne, of New York. Commissioned Consul August 
23, 1842. Assumed chaige May 13, 1842. Retired October 10, 1845, 
placing Joseph Gasparyin chaige. The latter was relieved October 17, 

1845. 

Samuel D. Heap, of Pennsylvania. Commissioned Consul July 26, 
1S45. Arrived at post and assumed charge October 17, 1S45. Retired 
June 30, 1851. 

John Howard Payne, of New York, Commissioned Consul March 
12, 1851. Assumed charge July i, 1851. Died at post April 9, 1852. 
Joseph Gaspary took charge. Relieved May 2, 1853. 
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Samuel D. Heap, of Pennsylvania. Commissioned Consul March 

6. (8S3- Assumed charge May 2, 1853. Died at post October 2, 1853. 
Lewis Ferriere, British Vice-Consul, took charge and was relieved July 
17, 1854. 

William F. Chandler, of Delaware. Commissioned Consul Janu- 
ary 17, 1854. Assumed charge July 17, [854. Left post August jr. 1858, 
placing David Porter Heap in charge, who was relieved January 25, 1859. 

John Merritt, of Delaware. Commissioned Consul November j, 
1858. Assumed chaise January 25. 1859. Left post June 30, 1859, plac- 
ing Nathan Davis in charge, who was relieved October 15, 1859. 

George W. S. Nicholson, of Delaware. Commissioned Consul July 

7, 1859. Assumed charge October 15, 1859. Retired July 5, 1863. 

Amos Perry, of Rhode Island. Commissioned Consul April 15,1862' 
Assumed charge July j, i86z. Retired September 9, 1867, placing CbAiies 
Cubisol in charge, who was relieved November 14, 1867, 

GwvNNE Harris Heap, of Pennsylvania. Commissioned Consul 
March 14, 1867, to take effect July i, 1867. At time of his appointment 
was Consul at Belfast. Assumed charge November 14, 1867. Retired 
September 30, 1878, having been appointed Consul- General at Constan- 
tinople. 

George W. Fish, of Michigan. Commissioned Consul July 13, 187S. 
Assumed chai^ October i, 1878. 

The Diplomatic and Consular Appropriation Act, approved July i, 
tSSz, did not provide for the Consulate at Tunis and it was consequently 
closed in August, i83z. 
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